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Veteran road worker
Roger Cummins retires
from township
From the days of putting up snow fence to prevent
roads from drifting after farmers finished their
harvest, to the days of all-wheel-drive trucks that
take no nonsense in winter snow, Roger Cummins
has had a front seat view of history unfolding in
White Township.
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Road crew worker Roger Cummins

A month away from reaching his 44th anniversary of service on the township road crew, Roger formally
retired from his lengthy tenure in late September. He was the senior driver on the road crew, and stored
decades of experience and wisdom in a steel-trap memory.
Reflecting on his years, Roger told about his assignment to raise manholes on Home Street, off Ben Franklin Road North. It was a significant date for him. Nov. 7, 1977: his first day at work for White Township.
“I remember the day we were paving Ellenberger Road, it was one of my most disappointing memories,”
Roger reflected. “It was 9/11. We shut down the project to listen to the reports” of the terrorist hijackings
and attacks – before finishing their work with a supply of hot asphalt that couldn’t be postponed.
“Development in White Township was half of what it is today,” Roger said. Brookwood, Sunset Acres,
Poets Village, Forest Manor, the Frick Plan and Heritage Oaks – some were in early construction, others
were on the drawing boards, some were still developers’ dreams.
The township still had seven or eight gravel roads on the maintenance maps in the late 1970s.
“We had a manager and only one secretary in the office. Ann Willis. She did all her work by hand and with
a calculator; there were no computers.
“We had one sewage man, Bill Shaffer, who ran the pump stations,” Roger remembered. “We had three salt and plow trucks
and one pickup. There were six people on the road crew, because we did all the mechanical work for the sewage system.”
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Please recycle!
The county-operated curbside
collection and drop-off center
rely on residents for successful
operation, environmentally
and economically. Read more
on Page 6 in this edition.

He carried fondness and respect for his coworkers and the foremen he worked under for two generations.
“I was fortunate to have worked under good supervision, good
road bosses,” Roger said. “Everybody has been very caring.”
The township staff and crew remembered Roger, too, for living
his philosophy for a long-lasting career in White Township.
“My three main things: pride, common sense and having respect for others,” Roger said. “You’ll get along pretty good in
life.”
“Roger has been a dedicated part of our crew for so long,”
Township Manager Milt Lady said. “The township is sorry to see
this day; but, all of us wish him the very best during his retirement!”

Enter the township’s Halloween
home decorating contest.……………..3

Roger Cummins exited the
township garage one final time.
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Mark your calendar
Public meetings of White
Township’s governing
boards and other important dates:
● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 12:
Planning Commission
● 1 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 13:
Board of Supervisors
● 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 19:
Public Information Presentation on 286 East sewage project.
● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 19:
Municipal Authority
● 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21:
Public Information Session on
proposed Deer Management
Program at S&T Bank Arena.
● Monday, Oct. 25: Leaf collection day
● 4 p.m. Monday, Oct. 25:
Deadline to enter Halloween
decorating contest
● 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct.
27: Board of Supervisors
● 3 p.m. Friday, Oct. 29: Halloween decoration winners
announced
● 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 31:
Trick-or-treating permitted
● Monday, Nov. 1: Leaf collection day
● 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. Tuesday,
Nov. 2: Municipal Election polls
open
● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, Nov.
3: Planning Commission preview meeting
● Monday, Nov. 8: Leaf collection day
● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 9:
Planning Commission
● 1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 10:
Board of Supervisors
● Monday, Nov. 15: Leaf collection day
● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 16:
Municipal Authority
● Monday, Nov. 22: Leaf collection day
_________________________
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IFA President Simmons nominated for
national civic volunteer award
Join with us in rooting for a top leader of our
local fire department, who has been nominated for national community volunteer honors.

The township board of supervisors has formally submitted the name of Bill Simmons,
the president of Indiana Fire Association, as a
candidate for the 2021 Small Town America
Civic Volunteer Award.
The program was introduced in 2020 as a way
to recognize volunteerism, especially in the
emergency services field, and to make more
people aware of the urgent need for citizens
to fill critical volunteer roles.
The Small Town America Civic Volunteer
Award recognizes those unpaid and some-

Bill Simmons

times unheralded pillars of towns of fewer
than 25,000 people.
Bill’s nomination recognizes his sterling record
of 42 years as a member of IFA, 20 years as its
president, the leader of the construction of
two new fire stations and his bulging resume
of volunteer work for Citizens’ Ambulance

The national Small Town America Civic Volunteer Award program is offering cash prizes to
towns that nominate the top three award
winners. White Township has agreed to donate any prize funds to Indiana Fire Association if Bill is chosen for an award.

Service, United Way, St. Bernard of Clairvaux

The winners will be announced in mid-

Parish and others.

November.

Ordinance of the Month: Permit Stew
Actually, no single White Township ordinance identifies all the purposes for which
permits are required, but a recommended rule of thumb is to contact the White
Township office about any project being planned.
Municipal oversight is intended to assure safe and orderly development within the
community. The Uniform Construction Code permits and guides the construction of
new buildings and remodeling of existing homes and businesses with integrity. The
White Township permitting process, which includes plan reviews and on-site inspections, helps property owners to go forward with their work while abiding by property
line setback, utility security and other land-use rules.
When in doubt, reach out: Phone the White Township office at 724.463.8585, email
wtinfo@whitetownship.org or contact Code Enforcement Officer Matt Genchur with
any questions about project permitting.
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What you can win...
Displays will be judged from
Oct. 18 to 28 on dates and
times convenient to the
panel.
The judges will take still

photos and possibly record
videos of the displays for
promotional use on the
White Township website
and on social media.
Please let us know when
you enter the contest
whether your home should
be viewed in daylight or
after dark.

Township offers prizes for
best-decorated Halloween homes

Prizes offered for the best
Halloween-decorated
homes:

Halloween is one of America’s favorite holidays. One of the measuring sticks
of popularity is the amount of money people spend in celebration of the occasion. According to the National Retail Federation, the average American
consumer spends more for Halloween than for the Super Bowl, Fourth of July
and St. Patrick’s Day.

FIRST PLACE: A choice of a

If you like to enjoy Halloween by dressing up your surroundings, we have a
contest for you.

at the White Township Rec-

White Township invites you to decorate the outside of your home in observance of Halloween and to have our panel of judges decide whether you
have a prize-winning display.
Contact the township office beginning Oct. 18 to enter your home in the contest. Judging will begin right away. The deadline to enter is Oct. 25 and the
winners will be announced Oct. 29.
It’s a family-oriented event, so your decorations should be appropriate for
viewing by people of all ages. Safety is a top concern. Please don’t incorporate flames, hazardous materials or dangerous objects in your display and
make sure it doesn’t hinder the ordinary use of your sidewalks, walkways or
stairs.

Basic Party Room Package
at S&T Bank Arena or an
Eagles Nest Pavilion rental,

including game equipment,
reation Complex.
SECOND PLACE: A choice of
10 ice skating passes, a pavilion rental at the recreation complex or a pavilion
rental at Getty Heights Park.
THIRD PLACE: A choice of a

2022 recreation program
for an adult and child including two skating passes,
or six skating passes.

Visit the White Township website to read the complete rules. Contact contest
coordinator Chauncey Ross by email at cross@whitetownship.org or phone
724.463.8585 ext. 111 for more information and to enter the contest.
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Meet your township supervisors

Gail McCauley
My experiences working in financial institutions and law offices in three states piqued my
interest in finance, facts, advocacy, and truth. I
served as president of the Indiana County Blind
Association; I am a charter member and past
president of Indiana-Midday Rotary, and a
former member of the League of Women
Voters and IUP Women’s Club; I have supported the Veterans’ House in Chevy Chase; I make
candy Easter eggs at the Homer City United
Methodist Church; and I enjoy the support and
encouragement of my husband, Paul.
I became
interested in
local government, started
attending the
supervisors’
meetings, and
realized the
dedication the
five supervisors
had to White
Township. I
wanted to be a
part of that
service.
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Learn about Recreation Department’s
proposed deer management plan
The White Township Recreation Department has scheduled an open house style presentation of the proposed deer management plan
for the township’s wooded park areas.

The program is set for 6:30 to 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21, in the S&T Bank Arena along East

Pike.
The plan for a closely-regulated archery
hunting season follows the model of one in place
for about 40 years in Murrysville. It also follows
recommendations of Pennsylvania Game Commission, Penn State Cooperative Extension and
the National Deer Association.
A panel of local wildlife biology and forestry
professionals will provide details and answer
questions about how the plan would work.
Township officials chose to adopt a formal
plan to address the growing population of deer in
White’s Woods, at the Recreation Complex along
East Pike and on other township properties.
The plan is intended to moderate the impact of deer on forest vegetation and to limit the
threats to public health, including the spread of
lyme disease from deer ticks and motor vehicle
crashes.

Supervisor Gail McCauley

From the very beginning I was welcomed as a
member of the board. As the first woman to
serve, I never was subjected to the “good old
boy” system. There were no hidden agendas,
only the welfare of the Township to consider.
Through the years, I have watched from the
front lines as the Township has grown. The
expansion of the recreation complex and
acquisition of the ice rink have brought tremendous assets to the Township and the
community as a whole. White Township played
an important role in the development of the
KCAC, expansion of biking trails, extension of
sewage lines, upgrade of the airport runway,
maintenance of many miles of roads, and
expansions of the Indiana Fire Association and
Citizens’ Ambulance Service.

UPDATE: Township projects move forward
Chevy Chase Phase III storm water management
The crew from the project contractor, C&K Inc., of New
Alexandria, began work about Sept. 28 on the installation of
more than 5,000 feet of new storm water drainage pipes on
a series of streets in Chevy Chase Heights.

Getty Heights Park – with pavilions, a volleyball
court, and playground equipment – is a popular venue for area residents. The dog park was
a welcomed addition to the park.
In addition to serving as a supervisor, I am on
the Township Comprehensive Plan Committee
and I recently joined the Indiana County Solid
Waste Advisory Committee. I am proud of my
testimony before a Pennsylvania Senate
Committee on the subject of residential
sprinkler systems. That testimony was featured
on YouTube, and I like to think it was instrumental in Harrisburg deciding not to mandate
residential sprinklers, saving thousands of
dollars on new home construction.
The Township is very fortunate to have outstanding employees. These people have a
wealth of talent, expertise and dedication that
benefits White Township on a daily basis. In
the years I have served as a supervisor, I have
had one complaint – that the township road
crew plows the roads too many times a day.
One complaint: Outstanding!
All of the expansions and acquisitions have
been accomplished without a Township real
estate tax. This is due to good management
and solid decision making on the part of the
supervisors.

The project includes new street
drain inlets.

The workers’ plan is to
complete excavation,
installation, regrading
and restoration of the
pipeline path on each
Pipe installation on
street before moving on
Josephine Avenue
to the next street. The
cost of the project is estimated at $575,000.

Rt 286 East sewage extension
The final design of the plan for new sanitary sewage lines in the area of Route 286, Airport
Road, Ober Road and Campbell Lane will be presented at a public information presentation
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 19, just before the regular monthly meeting of White Township
Municipal Authority. The project will be advertised later for contractors’ bids.

Chevy Chase/Pleasant Hills sanitary sewage maintenance
The township’s contractor, Snyder Environmental Services Inc., has begun this $202,000
project to insert 5,000 feet of PVC pipes inside the original terra cotta pipes. The inserts will
seal leaking joints in the North Fourth Street, McGregor Street, Fourth Avenue, Greenview
Drive, Hamill Road and Oriole Drive areas.
Workers started the job with site study in late September and will complete the upgrades
by Dec. 12.
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Be a voter: Know your precinct, know your polling place
In our four-year election cycle, the elections of 2021 and all other odd-numbered years have the greatest impact
on the daily lives of Pennsylvanians. This year is top-heavy with the selection of local government leaders
In White Township, five township-wide offices are on the ballot along with 14 positions at the precinct level.
Voters will select two members of the board of supervisors, an auditor, a constable and a tax collector to serve
the entire township; residents also will choose judges of election and inspectors of election in each of the seven
voting districts.

Added to the election of four seats on the Indiana Area School District board of directors, three row officers in
the county courthouse, a judge of Indiana County Common Pleas Court and four judges on the Pennsylvania appellate courts, the White Township races will anchor a ballot asking voters to choose 19 public servants to represent them in elected offices.
General Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 2. The polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
This map provided by the Indiana County tax assessor’s office and highlighted with township and voting precinct
boundaries is intended to give
voters a general idea of their districts and the places where they
can cast their ballots.

Precinct 1
● S&T Bank Arena, East Pike Recreation Complex
Precinct 2
● Mack Park picnic pavilion, 750
S. Sixth Street
Precinct 3, District 1
● One Hope Church, 74 Ben
Franklin Road South

Precinct 3, District 2
● Indiana Church of the Brethren,
Freedom Church, 905 McKnight
Road
Precinct 3, District 3
● Christian & Missionary Alliance
Church, 2510 Warren Road

White Township map and precinct boundaries provided by Indiana County.

Precincts 4-5
● Chevy Chase Community Center, 640 N. Fifth Avenue
Precinct 6
● Summit Church, 2707 West Pike
Voters who live near precinct boundaries may contact the Indiana County voter registration office at
724.465.3852 to verify their correct polling places.
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Recycling center relies on participation
The Indiana County Recycling Center, the program
that annually diverts thousands of tons of waste
from disposal in precious landfill space, continues to
serve residents of White Township with a 24-hour
center and weekly curbside pickup service.

Recycling:
By the Numbers
Tons collected in 2020
Compost/Mulch
Corrugated cardboard
Glass
Newspaper
No. 1 and 2 plastics
Magazines
Miscellaneous others
Office paper
Bimetal cans
Aluminum cans

In terms of pounds, the smallest supply of recyclable materials collected by the Indiana County Recycling Center last year generated a healthy 20 percent of the center’s sales revenue on the open
market last year.
And if ever there was a product that the center
would enjoy seeing in a bigger mountain than it
now has on hand, it’s your ordinary stock of aluminum pop and beer cans.

1,827.78
1,068.90
432.76
217.18
184.10
156.85
121.49
105.69
69.45
42.18

$950.73
$137.16
$133.57
$125.87
$89.42
$68.60
$34.76
$26.99
$21.13
$2.23

The annual figures show the opposite is true for
another recyclable commodity. The most plentiful
product deposited and processed at the center in
2020 is the one that earned the least amount of
money. Yard waste, leaves and tree branches are
converted to mulch and compost and literally given
away for the asking to county residents. The only
revenue comes from a $5 fee for staff workers to
load compost into people’s trucks with a front
loader or bucket.
October represents a shift in the kinds of yard products in the mulch/compost processing chain. Lawn
trimmings dwindle off and are replaced by large
amounts of fallen autumn leaves. This also is the
time when leaves brought to the recycling center in
2020 are moved with this year’s lawn clippings to a
final curing pile. By April, it will be ready for distribution to county residents for use as soil amendments and nutrients in their own home gardens and
flower beds, according to Tim Long, executive director of ICSWA.
“The leaves will come in heavy usually until early
December, somewhat weather dependent, and
then we see a slug of leaves early in the spring
when people begin cleaning up their yards after
winter,” Long said. “Brush and branches that become mulch come in year-round, with heavier
amounts in the spring and summer when people
are working in their yards.”

Prices per ton received
Aluminum cans
Office paper
Newspaper
Bimetal cans
No. 1 & 2 plastics
Corrugated cardboard
Miscellaneous others
Magazines
Glass
Compost/Mulch

Most heavily recycled product goes back
to area residents

Aluminum cans — light by weight but heavy
in sale price — await processing.

Other spikes in branch and tree recycling come
throughout the year following strong storms when
branches snap from high winds and heavy snow,
and in January and February when residents dispose
of Christmas trees, according to Long.

Total money received
Corrugated cardboard
Aluminum cans
Newspaper
No. 1 & 2 plastics
Office paper
Glass
Bimetal cans
Magazines
Miscellaneous others
Compost/Mulch

$73,328
$40,102
$29,010
$16,462
$14,497
$9,144
$8,741
$4,233
$4,223
$4,070

Customer cost analysis
Look for details on how White
Township residents’ and property
owners’ bills for recycling service
are determined in an article next
month in White Township News.

“We’re at record pricing on cardboard right now. After
getting $68 a ton last year, we’re now selling it at $220
a ton.” — Tim Long, ICSWA executive director
Statistics for 2020 recycling operations make it
clear: more and more aluminum cans sent through
the recycling program would go the farthest to
increase the center’s sales revenue. The mandatory
monthly recycling charge – assessed regardless of
whether homeowners contribute to the program –
helps the Indiana County Solid Waste Authority to
balance its budget. A more profitable aluminum can
supply would enable the authority to hold the line
and possibly reduce the fees collected from White
Township residents.

Pandemic shapes trends in cardboard
processing, commodity prices
A prime example of a product that “carries its
weight” in terms of volume recycled and dollars
earned, however, is cardboard. Corrugated cardboard ranked second in pounds processes and first
in revenues from commercial buyers.
“Corrugated cardboard drop-off has been steady as
people seem to be getting more materials delivered
to their homes since the start of the pandemic last
(Continues on Page 7)
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Boxes, cans bring big bucks for recycling program
cans, glass bottles, newspapers and No. 1 and No. 2 plastics. Long said the
neighborhood pickup program is largely successful because most people
regularly set out their recyclables under the guidelines and only a small
number stray from the rules or set nothing out at all.
The starkest change in the recycling market since the program began almost
30 years ago has been the decrease in the amount of newsprint sent in for
processing. “It used to be our biggest commodity at more than 2,000 tons a
year. Now it’s less than 250 tons,” Long said.

The reduction in curbside collection of newspaper allowed ICSWA to refit its
trucks to add compartments for No. 1 and 2 plastic bottles. A corresponding
reduction in glass collections made room for the authority to install plastic
compacting equipment on the trucks.
The monthly fee, traditionally billed along with Indiana sewage system and
service charges, allows the recycling program to pick up cans, glass bottles,
plastic bottles and newspapers at no additional cost. The only additional fees
paid by users are those for electronics, appliances and light bulbs.

(Continues from Page 6)
year. There is also generally a short uptick in corrugated cardboard after the
Christmas holiday,” Long said.

Long said the business community is mainly supportive of the recycling concepts although in many different ways. Larger companies and stores in Indiana County follow their internal, corporate recycling policies while others
voluntarily drop off products at the county center. Some arrange for periodic
collection of products at their sites by recycling program employees for the

The booming numbers, in both tons and dollars, are shown in the chart accompanying this
article.
Operated by the ICSWA, the recycling center
again this year is enjoying higher than expected returns on the metal and paper products that it sells to commercial processors.
Only the market for glass bottles, which has
shrunk in both supply and demand over the
years, has offered relatively steady prices
compared to a year ago.

Caption describing picture or graphic

“We’re at record pricing on cardboard right
now. After getting $68 a ton last year, we’re
now selling it at $220 a ton,” Long said. “The
last three months have shown record prices,
since I’ve been here; there’s such a demand
right now. It seemed that the pandemic
changed everything last year.”
Long cautioned that the high prices paid during
the summer are not guaranteed to continue. It
was too early to make an estimate of averages
for 2021. High demand pushed prices to $215
a ton for newspapers, $135 a ton for magazines, $190 for office paper, $259 for bimetal
cans and $80 a ton for plastics. The price for
aluminum cans this month reached $1,500 a
ton.

Computers, monitors, printers, TVs and stereos are among the unwanted products accepted for
recycling, but with the payment of a fee. Fees also are charged for recycling tires and appliances.

Recycling program is accessible to all
The recycling center permits all county residents to drop off most recyclable
materials 24/7 and accepts regulated products, for which fees are charged,
from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
In White Township and Indiana Borough, however, the solid waste authority
under state law conducts weekly residential curbside collection of metal

payment of fee based on their distance from the recycling center along
Route 119 north of Homer City in Center Township.
Area residents may visit the ICSWA website at icswa.indianapa.com to find
complete guidelines for the curbside collection program, the recycling center
drop-off opportunities, fees for hazardous-materials products, non-recyclable
commodities, periodic special waste collections, occasional satellite drop-off
projects and the ICSWA’s public education efforts. Residents may also send
questions by email to icswa@comcast.net.

7

Page 8

White Township News

White Township News
October 2021
The township’s newsletter is
published monthly to keep
White Township residents, property owners, taxpayers and ratepayers up-to-date on services,
programs and projects underway
in White Township.

Township Manager — Milt Lady
Assistant Manager — Chris Anderson
Newsletter Editor — Chauncey Ross

Suggestions for features, articles and photos for publication in
the White Township Community
Newsletter are welcomed and
encouraged.
Story ideas may be submitted
to the township office by email
to wtinfo@whitetownship.org or
telephone to 724.463.8585, ext.
111.

Wrestling skills program complements
Recreation Department activity lineup
The White Township Recreation Department’s fall program lineup is in full swing with the S&T
Bank Arena ice rink now open for public skating. Hockey and figure-skating instruction sessions are under
way. The department has a wide range of popular
sports offerings in both competitive and skilldevelopment settings, including soccer, lacrosse, indoor golf, baseball and softball. The department also
is registering youngsters aged 4 to 12 for the wrestling
skills program.
The instructors from the Indiana Youth Mat Club will
teach the fundamentals of wrestling at skill levels
appropriate to the ages of each of the participants,
ranging from stance, posture, rules and basic moves
for beginning wrestlers.
Wrestling supports young people in their important
developmental years, according to the program leaders.

Ads will be included in the digital
edition of Community Newsletter, which
is published and archived on the township website and downloaded and
shared by limitless numbers of township
residents, property owners, business
owners, employees, vendors, partners,
contractors, travelers and municipal,
county and state officials.
Ads also will appear in a limited number of hard copies printed for distribution to residents with no internet access.
Advertisers are responsible for the
content of their ads.
Community Newsletter will honor
placement requests but reserves final
editorial control over the position and
the page on which all ads appear (none
will appear on the front or back pages).

The S&T Bank Arena hosted the second of two
Charlie Hogan Memorial hockey tournaments
this year. The second, held in late September,
was offered to make up for the tournament
cancelled due to the pandemic in 2020.

“Kids will develop basic athletic skills, personal responsibility – this sport is man vs. man. They’ll develop mental toughness, discipline and the camaraderie that comes with being a part of a team,” said
Mat Club President Jason Beatty, one of the program coaches.
The four-week wrestling skills session is offered after
school hours on Mondays from mid-October to early
November.

Advertising Rates
1/4 page — $200/issue
1/2 page — $400/issue
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On completing the course, the wrestling learners
can sign up for the Indiana wrestling team, coached at S&T Bank Arena, at a discount rate.
“Kids can continue into Junior high, high school and beyond,” Jason said.
Contact the White Township Recreation office at the arena by phone at 724.465.2665, by email
at recinfo@whitetownship.org or online at www.whitetownshiprec.org for program schedules
and registration.

Where am I?
You’re scratching your head. You’re trying to put your finger on it.
“I know I’ve seen that before!” could be what you’re thinking.
You should. It’s a very visible site on the local landscape.
Or, for you, it may be a slam dunk.
“Oh, yes, I see that all the time! That’s … !”
Nope. Not giving it away. Let’s see who really knows their way
around their township.

Write to the newsletter editor’s desk by email
(cross@whitetownship.org) to send your guess. Where are you?
We’ll publish the answer in November and take your suggestions
on other “best kept secret” landmarks in White Township that we
can use to challenge our residents and readers next month. Good
luck!

Can you identify this White Township site?

