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Yearly ice show, “Tribute to an American Soldier,”
to benefit family of Rec Department skater
An annual tradition for the skating program at White Township Recreation’s S&T Bank Arena
takes a decidedly warm tone this season.

The approaching winter season at the ice rink keeps the arena staff, coaches and instructors
busy with recreational ice programs, figure skating and hockey training, several levels of
team hockey and public skating sessions, including opportunities in December for kids to
meet and skate with Santa Claus!
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Each year, the skaters join together to put on an ice show to herald the start of the holiday
season. Friends and families gather to see the skills the skaters have been polishing. This
year, the spirit of family will prevail as the skaters present “A Tribute to the American Soldier:
Remembering Cameron Dwyer – ‘Father of the Skate Team.’”
(Continues on Page 4)

U.S. Census means (less) money for townships
Indiana County and all but four of its 38 municipalities registered losses of population between
2010 and 2020, according to decennial census data released by the U.S. Census Bureau.
The new population numbers will have a bearing on our area’s representation in the U.S Congress, the Pennsylvania Senate and the state House of Representatives. The state Legislature is
charged with drawing new boundaries for Congressional districts and seats in the General
Assembly in Harrisburg.
The numbers established by the census will be used to calculate the levels of federal and state
funding that our county and municipalities will receive and will have bearing on other population-based programs and services for the next 10 years, although the accuracy of the figures is
clouded by the coronavirus pandemic.
The population numbers have been called into question because of pandemic mitigation
measures in place in April 2020 and the following months, when the Census Bureau conducted
the head count. Measures ranging from individual social-distancing efforts to lockdowns and
closings of institutions are believed to have resulted in undercounts in rural Indiana County.
The conversion of Indiana University of Pennsylvania to online learning left Indiana and White
Township without the thousands of off-campus rental unit dwellers who ordinarily would have
been counted as local residents.
(Continues on Page 3)

Congratulations!
The best-dressed front yards and houses in the White Township Halloween
home decorating contest for 2021 are:
● Matthew Wheeler, 737 Rustic Lodge
Road Extension.
● Amber Racchini and her family,
1500 Woodland Road.
● Shauna Karloski and her family, 320
Debbie Drive.
Thank you for all you do to make
White Township a great place to be!
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Mark your calendar

Residents’ recycling dollars go a long way

Public meetings of White
Township’s governing
boards and other important dates:

White Township residents and property owners
get a significant bang for their recycling buck.

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 16:
Municipal Authority public
meeting
● 10 a.m. Wednesday, Nov. 17:
Board of supervisors public
budget workshop
● 1 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 17:
Board of supervisors public
meeting
● Monday, Nov. 22: Curbside
leaf collection (final day)
● 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 23:
Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee meeting
● Thursday, Nov. 25: Thanksgiving Day. Township office
closed)
● Friday, Nov. 26: Township
office closed
● 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 1:
Board of supervisors public
meeting

A look at the costs of the state-mandated recycling program for Indiana County and the billing
of households that benefit from both the
curbside pickup service and the 24/7 drop-off
center shows that residents pay less than half
the overall cost of the program.
Because of dramatic fluctuations in the prices
that producers pay for recyclable material processed at the Indiana County Recycling Center,
the long-term averages are difficult to calculate.
But the markets for recyclables and the cost
controls at the center
have kept White
Township’s share of
the expense at a manageable level for residents and property
owners.

The Indiana County Solid Waste Authority calculates the costs of the recycling program on a
quarterly basis for two major programs.
For April through June, the second quarter of
this year, the center had roughly $63,000 of
expenses for on-site processing of cans, bottles,
plastics, cardboard, newspaper and other recyclable products. The center also listed about
$60,000 of expenses for the curbside pickup of
aluminum and bi-metal cans, glass bottles and
jars, newspapers and No. 1 and No. 2 plastics.

● 6 p.m. Monday, Dec. 6: Recreation advisory board meeting

On its revenue side, the Solid Waste Authority
earned more than $53,000 from the sale of
materials to processors.

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec.
8: Planning Commission preview meeting

For that three-month period, ICSWA billed
White Township:

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 14:
Planning Commission public
meeting
● 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec.
15: Board of Supervisors public
meeting

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 21:
Municipal Authority public
meeting
● 7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan. 3,
2022: Board of supervisors’
annual reorganization meeting
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● Almost $36,000 for the curbside collection
program. That amount, 60 percent of the overall
cost, is based on the number of hours that authority workers spend on the trucks circulating
throughout the township each week plus truck
and equipment expenses.

● About $42,000 of the recycling center operations. That figure, almost 67 percent of the total,
represents the cost of processing materials
collected at curbside in White Township plus the
handling of recyclables dropped off at the center
based on the percentage of Indiana County
households located in
White Township.
The authority also
credited the township
for more than $36,000
– actually, over 68 percent – of the secondquarter sales revenue, based on the same factors. ICSWA gave the township a carryover credit
of almost $7,000 for first-quarter sales.
The net invoice charged to White Township was
a little more than $35,000.
The figure fell below the fees of most other
quarters – for example, well over $43,000 for
third-quarter 2020 and $44,000 for third-quarter
2019. Based on those rates, the township’s
annual expense runs about $180,000.
Meanwhile, at $2 a month per customer – actually billed at $6 a quarter – White Township
receives about $170,000 a year in residential fee
payments.
How much the township draws from the general
fund to pay the difference varies from year to
year, and largely is a function of the unpredictable market for paper, metal, plastic and other
commodities that are returned to the product
stream and diverted from disposal in landfills.
With the numbers for the final quarter of 2021
still to be seen, and in the wake of reports of
record-setting high prices paid by producers this
past summer, no change in residential customer
billing is expected. White Township’s historic
low rate for of billing to subsidize the door-todoor collection of recyclable materials is expected to remain at $2 a month for 2022.

Drainage project advances
More than one-third of 5,000 feet of storm drainage
pipes have been installed so far in the Chevy Chase
Phase III stormwater management project.
C&K Inc., the contractor, plans to staff the project area
daily as weather allows through winter to complete this
$600,000 community improvement project.
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Ordinance of the Month: Sidewalks should be
‘clear of obstructions’
With the arrival of colder weather and the approach of snowfall through the winter months, questions
about managing the fallen snow sometimes arise.
The Township Code Chapter 270 Streets and Sidewalks, Article IV, seeks to keep public sidewalks clear of
obstructions (including snow and ice) in order to “provide for the protection and welfare of the general
public.”
White Township and its residents generally have enjoyed a good relationship when it comes time for
winter snow removal, Code Enforcement Officer Matt Genchur said.
While common sense and an acceptance of responsibility usually prevail when residents and homeowners take shovel in hand,
the township road crew and staff offer friendly suggestions for a
successful and cooperative effort to keep roads, streets and
sidewalks passable for everyone.
“The biggest problem when it comes to snow is when people
plow it from their driveways into our roadways,” Matt said. “It
creates a health and safety issue. Of course, people have to put
their snow somewhere … and it’s convenient for them to do
this. Our job, though, is to get snow off the roads so people can
drive.”
Tips for efficient snow removal:
● Always clear the areas around fire hydrants to reduce work
and save time for emergency responders.
● Avoid piling snow near mailbox or newspaper box posts to
keep the way clear for letter carriers or paper delivery people.
Less snow near posts reduces the risk of them being knocked
down by plowed snow.
● Snow should be piled on lawns or unpaved areas where the ground can absorb it when it melts.
Property owners or residents may read the code on the township website at https://
ecode360.com/11917328 or phone 724.463.8585 for more information.

Township population slips in 2020 Census
(Continues from Page 1)
Indiana County population decreased 6.3
percent. The population of White Township
fell 3.1 percent from 15,821 to 15,336 in the
just-completed tally.
Municipalities will see losses of government
aid in several forms including state liquidfuels tax funds for local road maintenance.
While those annual payments are based on
the number of miles of qualifying local
roads, they also are calculated on the number of local residents who use the roads.

the poverty line; 6.1 percent of those aged
5 to 17 are in poverty; 14.8 percent of the
18 to 64 age group live at or below the poverty line; and 6.4 percent of those aged 65
and over are impoverished.
Statistics show 37.7 percent of township
residents have at least a bachelor’s degree.

A further breakdown of figures for White
Township shows a population that is aging
and changing in diversity. Minorities represent 11.1 percent of the township population.

Separate from the 2020 U.S. Census, the
population of White Township by sex is
8,000 males and 7,773 females. That’s according to a 2019 estimate of the Census
Bureau’s American Community Survey.
Broken down by age group, the township is
home to roughly 1/3 children and young
adults (29 and younger); 1/3 parents and
workers (ages 30 to 59); and 1/3 retirees
and grandparents (60 and older).

Poverty figures reveal that 23.1 percent of
all children age 4 and younger live below

The next national census takes place in
2030.
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Meet your township supervisors

Rich Gallo
Supervisor Richard Gallo grew up in the
shadow of White’s Woods, has been a
businessman all his working life and
has a record of public service in two
communities.
“I was born and raised in Indiana Borough just two blocks from White’s
Woods and I enjoyed many days of
hiking and playing in the woods,” Rich
said.
Rich, one of
nine children in
his family, has
been married
for 37 years to
his wife, Wendy. They have
four children
and three
grandchildren.
“I managed a
local business after high school and
was elected to Indiana Borough Council. In 1994 I ran for the state House of
Representatives, gained a passion for
government and serving the people,
and learned a lot about what it takes to
be an elected official running a town.
“After 20 years including time on the
finance and community development
committees, and terms as vice president and president, I retired from the
council. It was truly a very enjoyable
experience and I learned much from
that journey,” Rich said.
In that time, he also owned and sold a
local business, then bought a franchise
of REMAX Real Estate and opened an
agency in White Township. He soon will
open a new REMAX office in Latrobe.
“I felt it important to continue serving
the community. I ran for township
supervisor in 2019 as my way to continue giving back to a town I love. I want
to see our area expanding in business
and recreation, and I want to improve
the overall quality of life we offer here
in White Township. I feel with my
knowledge and experience in municipal
government, it made sense.
“I am always open to meeting and
talking to the residents of White Township to not only help them, but hear
how together we can make White
Township better,” Rich said.
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Ice show to benefit family of skater
(Continues from Page 1)
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The township’s newsletter is
published monthly to keep
White Township residents, property owners, taxpayers and ratepayers up-to-date on services,
programs and projects underway
in White Township.

Township Manager — Milt Lady
Assistant Manager — Chris Anderson
Newsletter Editor — Chauncey Ross

Suggestions for features, articles and photos for publication in
the White Township Community
Newsletter are welcomed and
encouraged.
Story ideas may be submitted
to the township office by email
to cross@whitetownship.org or
telephone to 724.463.8585, ext.
111.

Advertising Rates:
Negotiable
Ads will be included in the digital
edition of Community Newsletter,
which is published and archived on
the township website and downloaded and shared by limitless
numbers of township residents,
property owners, business owners,
employees, vendors, partners,
contractors, travelers and municipal, county and state officials.
Ads also will appear in a limited
number of hard copies printed for
distribution to residents with no
internet access.
Advertisers are responsible for
the content of their ads.
White Township News will honor
placement requests but reserves
final editorial control over the
position and the page on which all
ads appear (none will appear on
the front or back pages).
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The Saturday, Nov. 27 event will be a fundraiser to benefit Cameron’s daughter, Dezirae Dwyer,
a member of IPA (Indiana, Pa.) Skate Team and a volunteer instructor for “Learn to Skate” at
S&T Bank Arena.
In lieu of admission, organizers will accept donations from spectators. The skate team will hold a bake sale before and following
the ice show. The hour-long program will begin at 5:30 p.m.
Skating Director Stephanie (Clark) Vitalbo has asked all area military personnel and veterans to attend. The skaters of the Tribute
Ice Show will salute the servicemen and women as well as honor
the memory of Cameron, a decorated hero and disabled Army
veteran of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Cameron, 52, died Sept. 20 after a battle with lung cancer and left
a legacy of service and security in the military.

Cameron Dwyer

“Any given Saturday at the rink, during ice season, Cam was guaranteed to be there, cup of
coffee in hand, munching on either popcorn or a pretzel, even being his own choreographer to
the music that was being played on the ice,” Stephanie said. “He was the guy that you wanted
in your corner; he had a heart of gold and would do anything for anyone. His conversations
were always welcome, and the rink was his second home. He is truly missed.
“Typically, the show is a way for us to welcome the holiday season, but this year, we are remembering someone that left us way too soon,” she said.
Visit the Recreation Department website www.whitetownshiprec.org for more information.

Where am I?
In what White Township neighborhood can you “see forever” like this?
Let’s see who really knows their way
around their township!
Write to the newsletter editor’s desk
by email (cross@whitetownship.org)
to send your guess. Where are you?
We’ll publish the answer in December
and take your suggestions on other
Where in White Township can you enjoy this view?
“best kept secret” landmarks in White
Township that we can use to challenge our residents and readers next month. Good
luck!
Last month: You guessed it! The turquoise colored fuel pump and
waterhouse that appeared in the “Where am I?” photo in the October
newsletter are on a farm along the west side of Rustic Lodge Road
Extension, just south of Indian Springs Road.

