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Swimming pool safety a team effort, community priority
Summer officially begins
June 21, but
the warm
weather has
already arrived and the
signs of the
season are
evident
throughout
White Township.
There’s no shortage of backyard swimming pools being set up for enjoyment
over the hot sunny months, but those

hours of preparation – setting up the
inflatables, filling up and testing the
water, and furnishing the patios and
deck – would be incomplete without a
review of best practices for swimming
pool safety.
Backyard pools are the centers of relaxation, fun and enjoyment and it is in
those carefree times when caution and
vigilance can lapse. The risk of drowning is a hazard never to be taken lightly,
and a unified effort can sharply reduce
the chance of a tragedy for a family and
for our community.
(Continues on Page 2)
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Donna Hill links supervisors, residents, office staff
For the past five years, Donna Hill has been a fixture
in the front office of the White Township municipal
building, and is a pivotal point of contact between
those who come in to do business with the township,
the board of township supervisors and others on the
office staff.
She is one of the first employees residents, owners
and ratepayers meet when they visit the office to pay
sewage bills, apply for permits or ask for information
about township services.

May-June 2022/
Inside:
____________________________

Important dates for township
government ................................ 2
How to escape rising garbage
collection
fees..........................................2
Township is host site of baby tree
farm ........................................... 3
Pyrotechnic shows are fun and
safe when following the rules ..... 3
Major sewage extension project to
get under way ............................. 3
Where am I? ............................... 4
____________________________
White Township Recreation continues a year-round schedule of
sports and activities for people of
all interests and ages. Registration
is under way for the summer
schedule now at the White Township Recreation website.
Visit https://
whitetownshiprec.org/
registration/ now to join the fun.
Sign-ups are being taken now for
Dek Hockey, Children’s Drawing,
Horses 101, Pickleball, Oil Painting,
Yoga, Learn to Weave, Women’s
Softball and introductory programs
in boxing, lacrosse, golf, tennis,
gardening and disc golf.
White Township is at the heart of
the school and community sports
programs of the Indiana area.

(Continues on Page 3)
Donna Hill
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Mark your calendar
____________________

Public meetings of White Township’s governing boards and
other important dates:
● Monday, May 30: Memorial
Day, township office closed

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, June 8:
Planning Commission preview
meeting
● 1 p.m. Wednesday, June 8:
Board of Supervisors regular
meeting
● 6 p.m. Tuesday, June 14:
Planning Commission regular
meeting
● 6:30 p.m. Thursday, June 16:
Stewardship Committee regular
meeting
● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 21:
Municipal Authority regular
meeting
● 7 p.m. Wednesday, June 22:
Board of Supervisors regular
meeting
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Backyard pool safety demands community attention
(Continues from Page 1)
Young children are at the greatest risk of
drowning because of their innocent and
curious nature. Drowning is the leading
cause of death for children less than 5 years
old, and the second leading cause of unintentional injury death for children from 5 to
18 years old.
The National Drowning Prevention Alliance,
directed by Dr. Adam Katchmarchi, of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, calls on
families to recognize the five layers of protection against drowning: Supervision, Barriers, Alarms, Swimming and Emergency
Training.
These various layers entail fences, gates and
maintenance as barriers to pools; alarm and
security systems to alert owners of potential
water emergencies; promotion of swimming
and water safety lessons for children; and
CPR instruction for people who have pools
at their homes. The most important layer is
supervision – the need for parents, babysitters, caregivers and others around pools and
spas to keep infants and toddlers within an
arm’s reach, and to have other young children actively within sight while they are
near or in the water.
Homeowners and parents who have pools
or spas can visit www.ndpa.org to learn
more about drowning prevention.

ming pools.
Those who
own pools
or spas
would do
well to not
only abide
by building
and construction
codes for
erecting
proper
fences,
gates and automatic safety covers for swimming pools but to frequently inspect and
maintain those barriers of protection.
In White Township, the board of supervisors and the administrative staff, in consultation with Dr. Katchmarchi, are reviewing
pool and spa safety standards for the community.

Regulations, construction, inspection and
maintenance are only a few parts of the system of layers of protection needed to assure
swimming pool safety. The advice from the
Drowning Prevention Alliance leads back to
the first layer – supervision.
White Township encourages pool and spa
owners and parents to talk with their children about water, teach them to understand
and respect water, and to keep them within
sight or close reach when they are enjoying
the water.

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 28:
Comprehensive Plan Steering
Committee regular meeting

Other important steps can help to prevent
needless tragedies related to spas and swim-

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, July 6:
Planning Commission preview
meeting

Garbage bills going up? Recycling makes sense

● 6 p.m. Tuesday, July 12: Planning Commission regular
meeting
● 1 p.m. Wednesday, July 13:
Board of Supervisors regular
meeting

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, July 19:
Municipal Authority regular
meeting
● 6:30 p.m. July 21: Stewardship Committee regular
meeting
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The nation is experiencing inflation and costs are going up all around. Gasoline and groceries cost more. For some White Township residents, garbage collection service rates are
increasing.
That makes this a prime time to reduce rubbish output and learn what can be sent for recycling at no cost.
Already, White Township and Indiana County Solid Waste Authority provide curbside and
roadside collection of metal cans, glass bottles, newspapers and No. 1 and No. 2 plastic
products. Residents can sharply reduce by-the-bag garbage collection expenses by delivering other products to the Indiana County Recycling Center. Neighbors can team up with
one another to pool their trips and save even more.
All the corrugated cardboard boxes that seem to accumulate faster, with the increasing
number of products being shipped to homes – they’re recyclable.
Electronic products have been accepted for years at the recycling center. Some are accepted at no charge, but some require a fee – and those fees haven’t risen since 2017.
Visit the solid waste authority website, icswa.indianapa.com, or phone the office at
724.479.0444 to learn about more options for reducing your private trash expenses.
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Secretary Hill keeps township on course
(Continues from Page 1)

best return for the township’s investment of reserve funds, and I am thorDonna has served as secretary/treasurer
ough with numbers,” Donna said. “We
since January 2018. She assembles the
have a budget and we have to follow it,
twice-monthly public meeting agendas
so I keep watch on those figures. I’m
for the supervisors, answers questions
diligent with other people’s money.
during the supervisors’ public meetings,
writes the official minutes of the meet“I study the Township Code and the laws
ings and assures that the board abides
that we must follow, and do research to
by the Second Class Township Code,
keep up to date with changes in the law,”
Pennsylvania Sunshine Law and other
she said. “I provide information to the
regulations.
supervisors on what we are allowed to
do, and make sure they have infor“Donna is an essential part of White
mation they need to make sound deciTownship’s budget process, and making
sions.”
sure it’s balanced,” said Township Manager Chris Anderson. “And she is key to “Donna has a knack for seeking quotes
the day-to-day operation of the townand getting good ones. She reviews bids
ship.”
and pricing on any kind of product or
service we need in our offices,” Manager
Donna came to White Township in SepAnderson said. “She ensures that the
tember 2016 as a part-time records
township gets the best possible prices.”
management clerk. Her private sector
experience in retail banking equipped
Donna and her family live in Plumville.
her to take the township treasurer posi- She has children active in their school
tion upon the retirement of Cindy Garri- sports programs, and has a busy schedule of getting them all where they need
tano.
to be. She takes care of the family’s dog
“As the treasurer, I pay the bills and
and cats, and enjoys reading for relaxamonitor our investments. I look for the tion.

Live stake nursery preserves future of township trees

Ordinance of the
Month
Summer is a season of celebration
and there’s little to top off the
excitement of a day with a fireworks display.
Whether they’re for the Fourth of
July, wedding receptions, graduations, birthdays or simple gatherings of neighbors and friends,
fireworks displays in White Township are regulated by an ordinance
to assure the safety and comfort
of all township residents.
Those planning to shoot fireworks
are required to give 30 days’ notice to the township board of
supervisors, to present proof of
insurance to protect the township
from liability and to notify the
Indiana fire chief and Indiana
County Emergency Management
Agency of the display.
Rules imposed by higher authorities must be followed (such as
state requirements for certified
pyrotechnicians, or bans on outdoor burning during times of
drought). The board of supervisors may turn down a request for
a fireworks show that doesn’t
meet all safety guidelines.
When permitted to stage a fireworks display, residents are asked
to do so with respect for their
neighbors’ comfort (don’t shoot
fireworks at a late hour), convenience (be sure they’re aware beforehand) and property (don’t
leave spent rocket shells and
wrappers on their lawns or
homes).

White Township already boasts more
than 300 acres of wooded public land.
The township now has a patch of
ground dedicated to further maintaining our greenery – in some ways, a
farm of baby trees.
Through the Pennsylvania Master Watershed Steward Program and administered by Penn State Extension Service, the township’s Getty Heights
Park is now the site of a live stake
nursery, where almost 100 sprouts of
young trees and shrubs were planted
in October 2021.
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From left, Justin Mansberger, of Penn State Extension;
township Supervisor Rich Gallo; township Code Enforcement Office Matt Genchur; and Evergreen Conservancy
President Cindy Rogers inspected a blossoming dogwood
in the live stalk nursery.

Those shoots are blossoming into
greenery now in a field next to Rustic Lodge Road, near Max Dog Park.

See Chapter 144 of the White
Township Code for all the details.
When folks make public safety
and consideration for neighbors
the top priorities for a fireworks
display, that indeed is an event
worth celebrating!

Many live stake plantings are done on and near the banks of streams and creeks,
where they grow as riparian buffers to prevent erosion and improve water quality.
Within three years, branches can be cut from these plants and be transplanted to
stream banks, where they can take root and fully grow and thrive.
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The township’s newsletter is published periodically
to keep White Township residents, property owners, taxpayers and ratepayers up-todate on services, programs
and projects underway in
white township.
____________________
Township Manager
Chris Anderson
_________________
Newsletter Editor
Chauncey Ross
_______________________
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Township officials hold spring convention
White Township leaders
joined hundreds of other
local municipal representatives at the spring convention of Indiana County
Association of Township
Officials on May 12 at Rustic Lodge.

Guest speaker Holly Fishel,
policy and research director of Pennsylvania State
Association of Township
Supervisors (PSATS) told
local leaders about trends
in liquid fuels tax fund
sharing, options for appealing U.S. Census population counts and policymaking at the state level.
Seated from left, A. Eugene Gemmell, Gail McCauley and George E. Lenz, supervisors, and standing, from left, supervisor Sandi Gillette, Township Manager Chris
Anderson and Township Secretary/Treasurer Donna Hill were among the White
Township delegation. Gillette was elected second vice president of the association.

Suggestions for features,
articles and photos for publication in the White Township
community newsletter are
welcomed and encouraged.

Where am I?

Story ideas may be submitted to the township office
by email to
cross@whitetownship.org or
telephone to 724.463.8585,
ext. 111.

Where am I?

In what area of White Township will you
see this distinct rural road? It’s in a picture perfect section of the township but
this is the view we chose for the challenge this month.

Send your guess by email to the newsletter desk, cross@whitetownship.org.
How well do you know your way around
our township?
_________________________________________

Last month, “Where am I?” showed a
prominently displayed but perplexing
railroad crossing sign that actually
stands on a homeowner’s yard by the
driveway.
There’s no railroad within sight.
Dave Milsop and Johnny Caruso correctly identified Johnson Road in their com-

ments on social media after the photo was published in the
March-April issue. This driveway is situated on a crest of
Johnson Road between Old Route 119 and the Center
Township border in southern White Township.
Thanks to Dave and Johnny for their participation!

