
White Township Stewardship Committee 
Regular meeting 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, July 21, 2022 
Meeting minutes approved Aug. 18, 2022 
 
Chairperson Barb Hauge called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. Those in attendance recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
Committee: Chairperson Barb Hauge present; Vice Chairperson David Dahlheimer present; 
Secretary Sierra Davis virtually present; Jeff Geesey present; Matt Klunk present.  
 
Staff (non-voting): Township Manager Chris Anderson present; Recreation Director Ryan 
Shaffer present; Recording Secretary Chauncey Ross present. 
 
(Eight visitors attended in person [increased later to nine]; four attended online [increased later 
to six].) 
 
Public Comment on agenda items 
● Tom Miller, Indiana Borough, commented on Mike Wolf’s webinar. 
● Sara King, White Township, commented on a recent community survey commissioned by 
Friends of White’s Woods and presented a handout, “White’s Woods Community Interest Study: 
Final Report,” dated June 23, 2022. 
● Susan Boser, White Township, commented on the community survey completed by a team of 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania doctoral students under her supervision and summarized its 
findings. 
● Rick Ritenour, Lower Burrell, commented on remarks made at an earlier meeting by 
committee members Davis and Hauge. 
 
Minutes 
On a motion by Mr. Geesey, seconded by Mr. Dahlheimer, the committee approved the minutes 
of the May 19 meeting. 
 
Mission of the Committee 
Ms. Hauge read the committee’s mission as directed by the board of supervisors and stated the 
timeline of the committee’s work. Mr. Anderson commented on the timeline. Committee 
members concurred with the mission and timeline. 
 
Chairperson Overview 
Ms. Hauge reported the committee is in the factfinding and research stage of its mission and is 
preparing to ask for public opinions and to write a vision for White’s Woods. 
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Discussion/Review: 
Finding Common Ground 
● Mr. Dahlheimer commented on township’s application for grant funding to secure services of 
expert consultants to advise the committee. 
● Mr. Klunk commented on preparation of a stewardship statement and on the opportunities to 
enjoy White’s Woods. Discussion concerned presence/absence of e-bikes and leashed dogs. He 
commented on setting aside the past and moving forward. 
● Ms. Davis commented on her summer activities and feelings toward developing the plan for 
White’s Woods. 
● Mr. Geesey commented on the search for unbiased views of the woods, the barriers posed by 
fears, the need to work with guidance from experts, and the need for open-mindedness to find 
common ground. 
● Ms. Davis commented further on the preparation of position statements on timbering and 
stewardship, and thanked Friends of White’s Woods for the group’s efforts. 
 
Information on Google Docs, polling, email 
Mr. Anderson advised that the committee members should not exchange group email messages 
but to designate a point person to collect information and messages for discussion at public 
meetings. Discussion followed. 
 
Expert discussion 
Committee members discussed at length the logistics of retaining Mike Wolf as a consultant. The 
consensus was for Ms. Hauge to contact Mr. Wolf later “when he is available.” 
 
Expert Walks/Presentations 
Discussion first concerned the characterizations of the individuals on a list of proposed expert 
consultants. Round-table discussion also concerned the logistics and preferences of on-site visits 
or in-meeting presentations by experts to tour, study and discuss White’s Woods with the 
committee members. 
 
Ms. Hauge led discussion of the proposed panel discussion from the list of experts (from various 
disciplines) to make presentations to the committee. Discussion concerned hearing presentations 
from multiple experts in certain areas or having a panel of experts from various backgrounds. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Geesey, seconded by Mr. Klunk and followed by discussion, the committee 
approved the concept of holding symposiums/panel discussions to hear from multiple experts in 
same or similar subject areas. 
 
Mr. Dahlheimer presented a handout, “Steps for Stewardship Planning,” by Dr. Margaret 
Brittingham, and discussed the planning process. 
 
Ms. Hauge suggested that the committee conduct public outreach/community engagement by 
developing a presence at well-attended community events such as Northern Appalachian Folk 
Festival in Indiana. 



 
Meeting minutes, Page 3 
(Expert Walks/Presentations, continued) 
 
On a motion by Mr. Dahlheimer, seconded by Mr. Klunk and following discussion, the 
committee agreed to invite Mike Tyree and/or Ellen Yerger to speak to the committee at the 
Aug. 18 meeting or another convenient time. 
 
● List of previous FWW survey questions and data 
Discussion concerned a previous survey of White’s Woods users (questions and data) conducted 
by Friends of White’s Woods (cited on Page 76, Appendix F of “White’s Woods Nature Center: 
Current Value and Future Care” as submitted to the committee Jan. 20 and posted to the 
committee’s page on the White Township web site). Visitor Susan Dahlheimer discussed the 
methodology and findings and presented handouts, “White Township Public Input 2014-2022” 
and “Public Input Data Re White’s Woods 1995-2022.” Mr. Shaffer proposed the use of a 
database of White Township recreation facilities users, compiled by the recreation department, 
should be used for any future surveys. Discussion followed. 
 
● Community Engagement Assistance from IUP (Eberly College of Business, IUP Geography, 
Geology, IUP Sociology and others) 
Discussion concerned the recent Boser survey; the White Township Recreation Department users 
database; and opportunities with Dr. Stephen Osborne, Dr. Brian Okey and the sociology 
department at IUP. 
 
● Mission and Vision of the Stewardship Plan 
Ms. Hauge opened discussion on the creation of a mission/vision statement for presentation to 
the board of supervisors. Discussion concerned work of the township staff, the ongoing 
collection of data, the review of mission/vision statements in use by other communities’ 
recreation organizations, and the suggested presentation of a statement for a future “whiteboard 
activity” by the committee. 
 
Discussion/New topics, speakers   
● Township application for technical services funding grant 
Ms. Hauge discussed information distributed earlier by email to the committee. Further 
discussion concerned the grant application procedure and the township’s responsibility for 
funding of committee expenditures. 
 
● Community Engagement events 
Ms. Hauge suggested conducting community outreach at Third Thursday events in downtown 
Indiana and requested suggestions from other committee members. Discussion followed 
concerning several specific planned events.  
      
Public comment on non-agenda items 
● Susan Dahlheimer commented on four upcoming webinars to be presented by Friends of 
White’s Woods. 
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(Public comment on non-agenda items, continued) 
 
● Willard Radell, White Township, commented on the Italian Festival as a public outreach 
opportunity. 
● Mr. Ritenour commented on the needs of visitors to White’s Woods such as maps of the trails. 
Discussion by committee members, visitors and staff followed. 
 
Announcements 
Mr. Anderson reported that the board of supervisors has invited committee members to attend a 
board meeting to discuss the progress of the committee’s work. 
 
Members’ comments for the good of the order  
Ms. Davis presented a list of action items based on the discussion during the meeting: 
● Renew communication with Mike Wolf 
● Ms. Hauge to invite Dr. Yerger and Dr. Tyree to address the committee 
● Mr. Shaffer to contact Dr. Osborne at IUP 
● Ms. Davis or Mr. Dahlheimer to contact Dr. Okey at IUP regarding community outreach 
including the Northern Appalachian Folk Festival 
● Mr. Dahlheimer to contact the sociology department at IUP regarding a community outreach 
survey 
● Mr. Anderson or township staff to draft a mission and vision statement for the committee’s 
review Aug. 18. 
● Mr. Dahlheimer to collect mission and vision statements from other stewardship plans 
● Ms. Hauge to contact organizers of Northern Appalachian Folk Festival 
● Acknowledge Friends of White’s Woods webinar schedule. 
 
Next meeting 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022, at White Township municipal building 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 


