
White Township Stewardship Committee 
Regular meeting 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022 
Meeting minutes (approved Sept. 15) 
 
Chairperson Barb Hauge called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. Those in attendance recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call 
Committee: Chairperson Barb Hauge present; Vice Chairperson David Dahlheimer present; 
Secretary Sierra Davis present; Jeff Geesey present; Matt Klunk absent.  
 
Staff (non-voting): Township Manager Chris Anderson present; Recreation Director Ryan 
Shaffer present; Recording Secretary Chauncey Ross present. 
 
(Twelve visitors attended in person; eight attended online.) 
 
Public Comment on agenda items 
● Alphonse Borowski, White Township, commented on biodiversity and asked the committee to 
express a commitment to create a diverse forest in White’s Woods. 
● Sara King, White Township, commented on public input collected by Friends of White’s 
Woods, asked whether residents could ask questions following the presentation by Ellen Yerger, 
and said Friends of White’s Woods has hired someone to inventory the trees in White’s Woods. 
Her associate distributed a handout to committee members. 
● Carolyn Trimarchi, Indiana Borough, commented on timbering definitions and natural 
succession, and responded to Mr. Borowski’s comments. 
● Rick Ritenour, Lower Burrell, commented on the Project 70 Land Acquisition and Borrowing 
Act of the 1960s, and said people at a recent meeting were upset with and lacked trust in the 
White Township supervisors. 
● Willard Radell, White Township, commented on a recent meeting of the White Township 
board of supervisors and the Millstone Land Management plan. 
● Rich Gallo, White Township, a member of the board of supervisors, responded to comments 
about the supervisors, commented on the supervisors’ desire for information and public input, 
said the board does not want to timber or make money from White’s Woods. 
 
Minutes 
On a motion by Mr. Geesey seconded by Ms. Davis, the committee approved the minutes of the 
July 21 meeting. 
 
Mission of the Committee 
Ms. Hauge read the committee’s mission statement as directed by the board of supervisors. 
 
Chairperson Overview 
Ms. Hauge reported that the committee is grateful to all experts who would share expertise in the 
information-gathering process and welcomed Indiana University of Pennsylvania biology 
professor Dr. Ellen Yerger. 
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Expert presentation 
Dr. Yerger presented a slideshow program titled Biodiversity of Herbaceous Plants and the 
Animals that Depend on Them and showed a video of a deer exclosure that she built on her 
property. (She said the university has no opinion on the subject matter that she presented.) The 
program included information about insects being important in the food chain, to take plants and 
convert to energy used by other creatures and that some insects are dependent on particular 
species for their survival and diverse habitat of native plants is important. 

 
Dr. Yerger answered questions from committee members and residents concerning diversity of 
White’s Woods, birds, ticks, relationships between natural succession and deer population, the 
feasibility of deer fences for White’s Woods, animal species counts, the relationship of canopies 
to invasive vegetation and removal of invasive vegetation. She agreed to accept and respond to 
other questions submitted to her by email. She also circulated a book photos of flowers and 
insects. 
 
Discussion/Review: 
 
Future Expert Walks/Presentations 
The committee discussed the scheduling of presentations by Mike Wolf, Mike Tyree and others 
identified on earlier lists of possible expert consultants including Calvin Norman, Alyson Fearon, 
Joan Maloof and others. Discussion concerned the options for presentations at or in White’s 
Woods and in the township meeting room, accessibility, legal requirements, topics to be 
addressed and the addition of Tom Simmons to the list of presenters. 
 
Mission and Vision of the Stewardship Plan 
On behalf of the board of supervisors, the staff circulated hard copies of a suggested revised 
mission statement for the stewardship plan. Mr. Anderson described it as an objective statement. 
The committee discussed the earlier distribution by Mr. Dahlheimer of plans and statements 
related to other public properties. Mr. Anderson asked the committee to submit comments to Mr. 
Ross and him. Mr. Dahlheimer read aloud the statement; committee members and some visitors 
offered their reactions and comments. Discussion focused on the wording in Project 70 and 
DCNR’s goals for White’s Woods, and on the possible addition to the mission statement about 
timbering. 
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Community Engagement Assistance 
Mr. Shaffer reported that the IUP Small Business Institute would not be able to consider a 
proposal by the stewardship committee during the fall semester. A proposal for the students’ 
consideration of assistance to survey the community should be submitted in this fall for 
consideration as a spring term project. Discussion followed. 
 
Mr. Dahlheimer reported that he contacted a doctoral student in the IUP sociology department to 
gauge willingness to assist the committee. He reported that he contacted Dr. Brian Okey, who 
remains interested in assisting the committee and said his class could consider a project in late 
fall. He also reported that he also contacted the geography department at IUP concerning 
mapping White’s Woods. Discussion followed. 
 
Community Engagement events – NAFF 
Ms. Hauge reported that she contacted Cindy Rogers to arrange the committee’s presence at the 
festival in September. Discussion concerned the type of public outreach effort the committee 
could undertake.  
 
Public comment on non-agenda items 
● Ms. King commented on accessibility requirements for municipalities. Discussion followed.  
● Tom Miller, Indiana, commented on the committee’s public engagement effort and the recent 
community survey supervised by IUP professor Susan Boser. 
● Mr. Ritenour suggested that area Boy Scouts could be contacted to undertake the production 
and placement of trail signs and benches in White’s Woods as a merit project. 
● Mr. Radell thanked the committee for its work. 
 
Announcements 
None were presented. 
 
Members’ comments for the good of the order  
● Mr. Dahlheimer requested earlier circulation of the monthly meeting agenda, four days before 
the meeting. Following discussion on a motion by Mr. Dahheimer seconded by Ms. Davis, the 
committee voted to direct the staff to present the agenda to the members three days before the 
meeting date. 
● Mr. Dahlheimer also requested earlier circulation of the meeting minutes, two weeks before 
the monthly meeting. 
● Ms. Davis presented a list of action items based on discussion during the meeting: 
► Ms. Hauge to contact Mike Wolf and Mike Tyree 
► Mr. Ross to create a Doodle Poll account for the committee’s use in scheduling activities. 
► Ms. Davis to contact Calvin Norman and Alyson Fearon. 
► Mr. Dahlheimer to contact Joan Maloof 
► All to review the draft objective statement 
► Mr. Shaffer to share a sample of a past project completed by IUP Small Business Institute for  
White Township Recreation 
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(Members’ comments for the good of the order; list of action items, continued) 
 
► The committee and staff to prepare for the Northern Appalachian Folk Festival 
 
Next meeting 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 15, 2022, at White Township municipal building 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:21 p.m. 
 


