
White Township Stewardship Committee 

Regular meeting 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, October 20, 2022 

In person: Public Meeting Room, White Township office, 950 Indian Springs Road 

Online access (GoToMeeting):  https://meet.goto.com/435969637  

Telephone access (GoToMeeting): 646.749.3122 

Access code: 435-969-637 

Meeting agenda draft 04 

 

Call to Order  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call 

Committee: Chairperson Barb Hauge _____; Vice Chairperson David Dahlheimer _____; 

Secretary Sierra Davis _____; Jeff Geesey _____; Matt Klunk _____.  

 

Staff (non-voting): Township Manager Chris Anderson _____; Recreation Director Ryan Shaffer 

_____; Recording Secretary Chauncey Ross _____. 

 

(Acknowledge others attending in meeting room; identification of others attending online.) 

 

Public Comment on agenda items 

Guests may speak for up to 3 minutes. The chairperson may waive the limit. 

 

Minutes          2 min   6:45 

September 15 meeting. 

 

Mission of the Committee 

The panel is being asked to first complete the three phases of the project and produce a 

stewardship plan that will oversee and protect White’s Woods using best practices and expert 

recommendations.  The panel then would study and complete a stewardship plan for White 

Township Recreation Complex, Kennedy-King Park, Getty Heights Park, Fourth Ward Park and 

the White Township Municipal Center in what remains of the 18-month timeline for the 

committee. (The board of supervisors retains the authority to extend the committee’s mission if 

necessary.) 

 

 

Chairperson Overview        5 min 6:50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://meet.goto.com/435969637
tel:+16467493122,,435969637
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Expert Presentation: 

Joan Maloof, PhD on "Importance of Community Old Growth Forests" 30 min  7:20 

Q&A           15 min  7:35 

 

Discussion/Review: 

Common Ground (Dave, Jeff, Matt, Sierra, Barb)     10 min  7:45 

 

Future Expert Walks/Presentations (updated expert list)   10 min  7:55 

Mike Tyree, Calvin Norman & Alyson Fearon panel discussion on carbon sequestration and 

forest ecology 11/17/22 

Mike Wolf brief presentation on White’s Woods, follow up with Q&A 12/15/2022 

 

● Mission and Vision of the Stewardship Plan (All)     15 min  8:10 

Discussion of statements and options 

Dave follows up on his point from last meeting (2 minutes) 

 

● Community Engagement Assistance from Christoph Maier, PhD   10 min   8:20 

ideas for community engagement and statistics 

 

● Community Engagement Assistance from Dr. Osborne (All)   10 min   8:30 

ideas for student’s engagement assistance 

 

● Community Engagement Assistance from Dr. Oakey (Barb)   10 min   8:40 

● Community Engagement Assistance from Adam Jones, IUP Sociology & Director of Student 

Support and Community Standards (Dave) 

● Community Engagement events – ideas?      5 min   8:45 

 

Public comment on non-agenda items 

Guests may speak for up to 3 minutes. The chairperson may waive the limit. 

 

Announcements 

 

Members’ comments for the good of the order  

 

Next meeting 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, November 17, 2022, at White Township municipal building 

 

Future Agenda Items:  

Discussion of draft community engagement survey 

Discussion of Trail System in White’s Woods 

Discussion of Wayfinding/signage 

Map Activity 

 

Adjournment 
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Chairperson Barb Hauge called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Those in attendance recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

6:30 p.m. Roll Call 

Committee: Chairperson Barb Hauge present; Vice Chairperson David Dahlheimer present; 

Secretary Sierra Davis present; Jeff Geesey present; Matt Klunk present.  

 

Staff (non-voting): Township Manager Chris Anderson (arrived later); Recreation Director Ryan 

Shaffer present; Recording Secretary Chauncey Ross present. 

 

(Eight visitors attended in person; zero attended online at the start; three logged on later.) 

 

Public Comment on agenda items 

6:32 p.m. ● Willard Radell, White Township, commented on the White Township Deer 

Management Program. (Ms. Hauge said the topic would be added to the agenda.) 

6:36 p.m. ● Sandi Gillette, White Township, a member of the board of supervisors, commented 

on the Deer Management Program, spoke of the supervisors’ feelings on a deer hunt, and praised 

the work of the committee and Friends of White’s Woods. Discussion followed. 

6:40 p.m. ● Tom Miller, Indiana Borough, commented on the amended agenda, Deer 

Management Program, the committee’s mission statement and public input 

6:43 p.m. ● Sara King, White Township, commented on the mission statement and Deer 

Management Program. 

6:46 p.m. ● Alphonse Borowski, White Township, commented on the Friends of White’s Woods 

survey of White’s Woods users conducted by Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Discussion 

followed. 

 

6:50 p.m. Chairperson Overview 

Ms. Hauge reported that a quorum of the committee “accidentally” assembled Saturday, Sept. 

10, during the Northern Appalachian Folk Festival (NAFF) and said no agency business was 

deliberated or conducted. She clarified her personal position on a White’s Woods issue and said 

it was misrepresented by another at the NAFF. She urged the committee to have good 

conversations and, when so, to disagree with dignity. 

 

6:52 p.m. Minutes 

On a motion by Mr. Geesey seconded by Ms. Davis, the committee approved the minutes of the 

Aug. 18 meeting. 

 

6:53 p.m. Mission of the Committee 

Ms. Hauge read the committee’s mission statement as directed by the board of supervisors. Brief 

discussion followed. 
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6:56 p.m. Expert presentation 

Ms. Hauge introduced Dr. Tom Simmons, professor of biology at IUP. 

 

6:57 p.m. Dr. Simmons presented a slideshow program titled White’s Woods, Blacklegged Ticks 

& Lyme Disease Risk. The program included information about the life cycle of blacklegged 

(“deer”) ticks, tick-borne diseases and pathogens, incidence of diseases, forest conditions that 

support ticks, study techniques, and control of Lyme disease. 

 

7:40 p.m. Dr. Simmons answered questions from committee members and residents concerning 

a bait box system, changes in ticks since the 1990s, transmission of diseases between ticks and 

deer, communication of diseases by deer carrying ticks, the predators of ticks, clarification of 

tick density statistics, tick control techniques, and tick and Lyme disease exposure experience. 

 

8:04 p.m. Discussion/Review: 

Committee members Mr. Dahlheimer, Mr. Klunk, Mr. Geesey, Ms. Davis and Ms. Hauge gave 

their impressions of common ground that they believe are shared by all members of White 

Township and those that have been achieved by the committee. 

 

8:09 p.m. Future Expert Walks/Presentations 

The committee discussed at length the scheduling of presentations by Mike Wolf, Mike Tyree, 

Calvin Norman, Alyson Fearon and Joan Maloof, individually and/or jointly as a panel. The 

consensus of the committee is to invite Joan Maloof to speak at the Oct. 20 committee meeting. 

Further discussion of scheduling logistics followed. 

 

8:43 p.m. Mission and Vision of the Stewardship Plan 

Committee members distributed and discussed handouts related to the creation of a mission or 

objective statement to set the goals of the stewardship plan itself. Ms. Hauge presented a list of 

other organizations’ vision, mission and values statements; Mr. Dahlheimer presented his 

suggested revisions to a mission statement suggested earlier by the township staff; Ms. Davis 

presented her suggested revisions to the staff’s proposed statement. Discussion by committee 

members and meeting attendees followed. 

 

8:58 p.m. Community Engagement Assistance from Dr. Osborne 

Mr. Shaffer on Sept. 6 distributed by email an example of work done by the IUP Small Business 

Institute on behalf of the Recreation Department for S&T Bank Arena. Committee members 

were unprepared to respond to or discuss the report from Dr. Steven Osborne. Mr. Shaffer said 

the SBI would need a clear plan from the committee by November to consider it for a spring 

semester project. 
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9:01 p.m. Community Engagement Assistance from Dr. Oakey 

Ms. Hauge said she met with Dr. Brian Oakey at the NAFF and discussed class research project 

possibilities involving invasive species survey and either a survey of deer or herpetology. The 

ensuing discussion also concerned liability issues related to a township-commissioned study of 

White’s Woods.  

 

9:04 p.m. Community Engagement Assistance from Dr. Boser and Adam Jones 

Mr. Dahlheimer reported that he contacted both and they are busy through spring. He said he 

would contact others for community survey assistance. 

 

9:04 p.m. Community Engagement events – NAFF 

Ms. Hauge described the committee’s community outreach effort on Saturday, Sept. 10, at the 

festival and provided handouts showing the outcome of a booth visitor activity. She provided a 

verbal summary of comments made by booth visitors. Mr. Dahlheimer and Mr. Klunk provided 

additional details.  Discussion followed. 

 

9:15 p.m. White Township Recreation Deer Management Program 

Ms. Davis led a discussion of what information the committee could learn from the planned deer 

hunt and what data from the program could be collected for the committee’s use. Mr. Shaffer 

provided an update of a deer study performed in August in White’s Woods by The National Deer 

Association; he reported that the findings have not yet been provided to the township. Further 

discussion concerned details of the program, its promotion and its participation. 

 

Public comment on non-agenda items 

9:30 p.m. ● Mr. Radell commented on the deer management program. Discussion including 

response of township staff followed. 

9:38 p.m. ● Ms. Gillette commented on what she learned by attending the meeting. 

9:38 p.m. ● Susan Dahlheimer, White Township, announced that Friends of White’s Woods 

would sponsor a webinar titled Climate Change and Penn’s Woods: What Does the Future Hold 

at 4 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 22. 

9:39 p.m. ● Ms. King commented on carbon sequestration, Calvin Norman and the deer 

management program. 

9:41 p.m. ● Mr. Borowski commented on the Friends of White’s Woods survey conducted by 

IUP. 

 

Announcements 

None were presented 

 

Members’ comments for the good of the order 

No items were mentioned 

 

Next meeting 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20, 2022, at White Township municipal building 
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9:42 p.m. Action items 

Ms. Davis presented a summary of action items discussed during the meeting 

● Ms. Hauge to contact Mike Wolf and Mike Tyree 

● Mr. Dahlheimer to contact Joan Maloof 

● Ms. Davis to contact Calvin Norman and Alyson Fearon 

● All to read the IUP Small Business Institute report provided by Mr. Shaffer and provide ideas 

for student survey assistance 

● All to look at the mission statement comments and suggestions 

● Mr. Shaffer to provide National Deer Association documents concerning deer studies. 

  

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:43 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



221020 agenda item 

Future Expert Walks/Presentations (updated expert list)  

The following is a reorganization of speakers, which is based on their respective direct 

experience with WWNC as well as their areas of expertise.  Specifically, they include: local 

experts with experience in WWNC; experts who have conducted assessments of WWNC; 

experts in plan development; individuals with expertise in other content areas.  All of these 

consultants either would not charge for their services or have been paid for their assessment and 

would therefore be presenting what they have already determined.   

I. Consultants who are very familiar with White’s Woods, have considerable expertise, are 

part of our community, interested in White’s Woods, and are willing to consult without 

charge: 

 

a. Dr. Mike Tyree, Associate Professor, Biology (plant biology), IUP.  Dr. Tyree's 

experience includes teaching and research in the forestry departments at Virginia 

Tech and Louisiana Tech prior to coming to IUP, where he teaches Forest 

Ecosystems Restoration (Biol 481/681), using WWNC for field experience.  He and 

his students have devoted considerable hours to assessing the health of WWNC. 

 

b. Dr. Ellen Yerger, Associate Professor, Biology (entomology), IUP – site visit to her 

White Township residence (near the Borough) for discussion on Insect pests, Invasive 

Species Management, and see her deer exclosure fencing.    

 

c. Todd Sherbondy, Arborist, Davey Tree Experts - i-Tree Analysis of White’s Woods, 

and Health of White’s Woods.  Mr. Sherbondy used i-tree analysis software to assess 

the value of WWNC to the surrounding community.  In the process he evaluated the 

health of the forest  
 

II. Consultants who have already completed evaluations of White’s Woods and are ready to 

meet with the committee:   

 
a. Overall health of White’s Woods 

Mike Wolf, Appalachian Forest Consultants  

Health of White's Woods  Mr. Wolf was contracted to assess WWNC and present his 

findings to the Township and in a webinar.  Here is a link to the FWW webinar 

recording he presented https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events.  Has worked 

with both DCNR and PSU Extension.  

 

b. Tree Species/Old Growth Inventory (2022)  

Dr. Marion Holmes, the University of Pittsburgh Invasion Ecology Research Lab.  - 

Tree Species Inventory of WWNC.  Dr. Holmes has been contracted by FWW to 

perform an on-the-ground, sector-by-sector tree inventory for WWNC, which will be 

ready for presentation in the fall. Here is a link to the FWW webinar recording she 

presented https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events    

https://c1b23dad-df4f-413e-80a1-68dc71a82f57.filesusr.com/ugd/6b9559_30d682958e0a4063b736e1e7d9d58193.pdf
https://www.itreetools.org/
https://c1b23dad-df4f-413e-80a1-68dc71a82f57.filesusr.com/ugd/6b9559_30cdf8da7a1b4685931f51abc34aecac.pdf
https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events.
https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events


 

 

 

 

c. Invasive Plants/Invasive Plant Inventory (2021, Oct, 47 pages) 

Dr. Sara Keubbing, the University of Pittsburgh Invasion Ecology Research Lab 

(currently at the Bradford Lab, Yale School of the Environment).   Invasive Plant 

Inventory and Management Report for White's Woods  Drs. Keubbing and Holmes 

surveyed growth in WWNC and prepared a detailed assessment of native and 

invasive plants.  Here is a link to the FWW webinar recording she presented 

https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events  

 

d. Ticks and tick-borne diseases (2022 report) 

Dr. Tom Simmons, Professor of Biology, IUP. 

https://www.iup.edu/biology/faculty/thomas-simmons/index.html. Dr. Simmons is a 

disease ecologist specializing in ticks and tick-borne diseases, especially in western 

PA. He works closely with the PA Department of Environmental Protection 

(PADEP), Vector Management Laboratory and the PA Department of Health, Bureau 

of Epidemiology, Lyme and Other Tick-borne Diseases office. In 2020 and 2021 Dr. 

Simmons collected blacklegged (deer) ticks every two weeks in WWNC and had 

them tested for pathogens causing Lyme and other diseases as part of PADEP's 

statewide tick and tickborne disease surveillance program. 

 

III. Consultants who can assist with establishing long-term goals: 

 

a. Dr. Alyson Fearon, Senior Director of Community Conservation and Resiliency, 

Allegheny Land Trust - Carbon Offsets: Producing Income from Valuable 

Greenspace.  Dr. Fearon assessed WWNC for carbon sequestration, and developed a 

preliminary proposal for a 40-year carbon sequestration contract. Here is a link to the 

FWW webinar recording she presented:        

https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events 
 

b. Dr. Joan Maloof, author and Executive Director of Old-Growth Forest Network - 

Preserving Town-Owned Forests (Duff Park is a member of the Old-Growth Forest 

Network). It is important to understand the significance of an old growth forest and 

the process by which it is achieved. Here is a link to the FWW webinar recording she 

presented https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events  
 

c. Dr. Margot Wilkinson Kaye, Department of Ecosystem Science & Management, 

PSU   A Forest Ecologist’s Approach to Managing WWNC. Expertise is examining 

entire ecosystem from a wholistic approach, and evaluate a systemic approach.  

 

IV.  Consultants who specialize in deer management: 

 

https://c1b23dad-df4f-413e-80a1-68dc71a82f57.filesusr.com/ugd/6b9559_94a2f46b73be4d76b2eb8571da6646a4.pdf
https://c1b23dad-df4f-413e-80a1-68dc71a82f57.filesusr.com/ugd/6b9559_94a2f46b73be4d76b2eb8571da6646a4.pdf
https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events
https://www.iup.edu/biology/faculty/thomas-simmons/index.html
https://c1b23dad-df4f-413e-80a1-68dc71a82f57.filesusr.com/ugd/6b9559_5299fa613cb74e8d8709d9668df41291.pdf
https://c1b23dad-df4f-413e-80a1-68dc71a82f57.filesusr.com/ugd/6b9559_5299fa613cb74e8d8709d9668df41291.pdf
https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events
https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/_files/ugd/6b9559_8de219b774de49ec88704d95a126b3da.pdf
https://www.friendsofwhiteswoods.org/events


a. Jeannine Fleegle, Game Commissioner and Wildlife Biologist.  The PA Game 

Commission monitors the deer population in the state.  She is responsible for public 

outreach and communication for the Deer and Elk Section.   

  

b. Dr. Ellen Yerger, professor of biology (specialty is entomology) – site visit to her 

White Township residence (near the Borough) for discussion on Insect pests, Invasive 

Species Management and see her Deer Exclosure.  

  
V. Foresters/generalists who, by virtue of their training and experience, tend to rely on 

timbering as a primary management tool.  Their backgrounds and experiences are 

similar. 
 

a. Dave Cole, Service Forester DCNR Bureau of Forestry  

On succession challenges in forests and the resilience of the woods.  Here is a link to 

a recording of a webinar featuring Dave on Proactive Steps to Improve the Health and 

Resilience of Your Woods...https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/t/1_usucf7bu.  

He has not assessed WWNC.  
 

b. Chris Fatzinger, Service Forester with DCNR Bureau of Forestry for Indiana 

County.  His area of concern includes Yellow Creek State Park that he helps to 

manage.      

  

c. Calvin Norman, Penn State Extension Forester for the area which includes Indiana 

County with a background in Forestry, Wildlife Management and Carbon 

Sequestration.   

 
VI. Other 

 
a. Dr. Margaret Brittingham, Penn State University - Forest songbirds 

 

b. Margaret Higbee, President, Todd Bird Club (migrating and resident birds in 

White’s Woods) 
 

c. Adam Jones, IUP Sociology & Director of Student Support and Community 

Standards 
 

d. Christoph Maier earned a PhD in Applied Statistics from Oklahoma State 

University in 1992.  He retired in 2021 after working as a statistician in academia and 

industry for 29 years. 

   

He worked nine years (1992-2001) as a Statistician in the Quality Control Division of 

Wyeth Pharmaceuticals.    

He worked for 20 years in the Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences at 

IUP, where he taught primarily Statistics courses. He also was the Coordinator of 

IUP's statistical consulting center (known as the "Applied Research Lab") for six 

https://psu.mediaspace.kaltura.com/media/t/1_usucf7bu.


years (2007-2010; 2011-2013; 2015-2016).  The Applied Research Lab assists 

researchers with instrument and study design, data organization, data analysis, 

graphical presentation of data, and the use of statistics software. 

 

More details can be found from his LinkedIn 

profile:  Linkedin.com/in/christophemaier 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

http://linkedin.com/in/christophemaier

