
White Township Stewardship Committee 

Regular meeting 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 17, 2022 

Meeting minutes (approved Jan. 19, 2023) 

 

Call to Order  

Chairperson Barb Hauge called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Those in attendance recited the 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 

Committee: Chairperson Barb Hauge virtually present; Vice Chairperson David Dahlheimer 

present; Secretary Sierra Davis present; Jeff Geesey present; Matt Klunk present.  

 

Staff (non-voting): Township Manager Chris Anderson virtually present; Recreation Director 

Ryan Shaffer present; Recording Secretary Chauncey Ross present. 

 

(Six guests attended in the meeting room; as many as 11 others attended online.) 

 

Public Comment on agenda items 

● Rick Ritenour, Lower Burrell, commented on the October presentation by Joan Maloof and on 

the designation of White’s Woods to the Old Growth Forest Network. 

● Tom Miller, Indiana, commented on the contrast between White’s Woods and the other White 

Township Recreation properties. 

● Al Borowski, White Township, commented on the most recent White’s Woods user survey and 

on Joan Maloof’s recommendations for deer management in White’s Woods. He distributed 

copies of his remarks. 

● Sara King, White Township, commented on public input procedures, a recent survey of 

White’s Woods users and the analysis of data collected. 

 

Minutes 

On a motion by Mr. Geesey seconded by Ms. Davis, the committee approved the minutes of the 

Oct. 20 meeting as presented. 

 

Mission of the Committee 

Ms. Hauge invited participants to read the committee mission printed on the meeting agenda.  

 

Chairperson Overview 

Ms. Hauge noted the addition of an item to the agenda (community engagement regarding 

invasives) and thanked the committee members for their work and commitment to the 

community.  

Mr. Dahlheimer commented on the revision of the agenda. 

 

Expert Presentation 

Ms. Davis introduced the panel of experts, who each virtually attended the meeting, gave 

remarks online and displayed information for the committee and meeting guests. 
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● Calvin Norman, an assistant professor of forestry at Penn State University, introduced himself 

and spoke about forest management, climate change, invasive species, carbon storage, Climate 

Smart Forest Practices, carbon incentives and carbon offset projects. 

● Alyson Fearon, of Allegheny Land Trust (ALT), introduced herself and spoke about land 

conservation, carbon project development, Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, producing 

income from green space, forest carbon credits, carbon markets and White’s Woods’ previous 

offer for carbon credits through ALT are no longer valid. 

● Mike Tyree, of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Department of Biology, introduced 

himself and spoke about carbon cycling, generating carbon budgets, the effects of forest 

management, his assessment of White’s Woods’ overstory, middle layer and deer population. 

 

The panelists then responded to questions from committee members and meeting guests 

concerning deer management, resilience of the forest, role of tulip poplars, succession, exclusion 

fencing, deer hunting, impact of RGGI and area power plant conversions, subjectivity of 

foresters’ analyses, carbon credits, management of adjacent properties, second growth forest, 

definition of “old growth,” vulnerability of older trees, and distribution of tulip poplar. 

 

Discussion/Review 

Mr. Dahlheimer commented on the Oct. 20 presentation by Ms. Maloof and recommended 

further investigation of the steps to designate White’s Woods in the Old Growth Forest Network. 

The committee agreed to wait to possibly include information to be obtained from future 

consultants and the timing of the process and possible legal ramifications. 

 

Future Expert Walks/Presentations    

● Ms. Hauge reported that Mike Wolf would attend and speak at the Thursday, Dec. 15, 

committee meeting. She asked committee members to view Mr. Wolf’s recording of his earlier 

webinar and read his analysis of White’s Woods on the stewardship committee’s web page (Page 

47, https://www.whitetownship.org/sites/default/files/wwnc_cvfc_appendices.pdf). 

 

● Mr. Dahlheimer reported that Sara Kuebbing and Marion Holmes have agreed to virtually 

attend the Thursday, Jan. 19, 2023, meeting and talk to the committee about invasive species.  

 

Mission and Vision of the Stewardship Plan 

Committee members presented and reviewed various recommendations for content of a mission 

statement and discussed whether it should state the mission of the committee itself or the mission 

of the stewardship plan that the committee has been tasked to write. Committee members 

discussed the meaning of “commercial” in the phrase “commercial timbering” and whether the 

word commercial should be included in the statement. Continued discussion and refinement of 

the Mission/Vision Statement will be added to the agenda for the Dec. 15 meeting. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.whitetownship.org/sites/default/files/wwnc_cvfc_appendices.pdf
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Community Engagement Assistance 

● Christoph Maier, PhD 

Ms. Hauge reported that Dr. Maier would provide input on the structure of future surveys to be 

conducted by the committee but would not perform any analysis of previous surveys. 

 

Community Engagement Assistance, continued 

● Dr. Stephen Osborne 

After lengthy discussion and refinement by the committee of a letter for the purpose of 

requesting student assistance, the committee, on a motion by Mr. Geesey seconded by Mr. 

Klunk, voted 4-1 to request Dr. Osborne and his students at IUP to assist the committee to 

gathering information about White’s Woods for use in the Stewardship Plan. Discussion 

concerned whether past survey information is necessary for the Osborne class to conduct a new 

survey. Committee members Hauge, Davis, Geesey and Klunk voted yes. Mr. Dahlheimer 

objected to the final language of the letter and voted no. 

 

● Dr. Brian Okey 

Ms. Hauge reported that one student would complete mapping of invasives along one or two 

trails and a second student is collecting deer photos from wildlife cameras. Dr. Okey will update 

us on their findings.  

 

● Adam Jones 

Mr. Dahlheimer reported Mr. Jones has contacted another faculty member in the IUP sociology 

department who may have interest in assisting the committee. He also reported that Susan Boser 

retired from IUP is interested in presenting the result of an earlier White’s Woods survey to the 

committee. 

 

Community Engagement events 

Ms. Hauge reported that Tony Quadro of Westmoreland County Conservation District is 

available in March or April to lead an online discussion or to guide an in-person walk.  

 

Community Engagement – previous surveys. 

● Ms. Hauge reported that Dr. Maier would not review past surveys. She recommended that the 

members of the committee should review the published findings of past surveys without regard 

for the methodology and quality of the questions, but to glean the information from them, decide 

what to request again and decide what information to seek that has not been requested so far. 

Discussion followed. Mr. Dahlheimer recommended that Dr. Boser should be included. 

● Ms. Hauge asked whether committee members would want a presentation by Dr. Boser. 

Discussion included a recommendation to consider the topic at the December meeting. 
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Public comment on non-agenda items 

● Mr. Ritenour thanked the committee members for their great work on the mission. 

● Susan Dahlheimer, White Township, reported that Friends of White’s Woods would sponsor a 

Native American Awareness Walk at noon Saturday, Nov. 19, in White’s Woods. 

● Willard Radell, White Township, commented on deer hunting in White’s Woods and other 

locations like State Gamelands. 

● Mr. Borowski commented on the presentations by the consultants, their research and the need 

for management of White’s Woods. 

● Ms. King commented in response to the presenters and on natural processes. 

 

Announcements 

Mr. Shaffer reminded the committee members that they are subject to reappointment by the 

board of supervisors at the annual organization meeting in January. 

 

Further public comment on non-agenda items 

● Norma Tarnoff, attending online, commented on the October program by Dr. Maloof and the 

Old Growth Forest Network. 

● Ms. King commented on the nomination of White’s Woods to the Old Growth Forest Network. 

 

Members’ comments for the good of the order  

Ms. Davis presented a list of action items developed during the meeting: 

● Mr. Dahheimer to continue conversations with Ms. Kuebbing and Ms. Holmes; 

● All to review the mission statement; 

● Ms. Hauge and Mr. Ross to proofread then Ms. Hauge will send the letter/proposal to Dr. 

Osborne; 

● All to review results of previous surveys; 

● Ms. Hauge to contact Dr. Maier regarding survey questions; and 

● All to view Mr. Wolf’s archived webinar and to read his evaluation of White’s Woods before 

his presentation at the next meeting. 

 

Next meeting 

6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15, 2022, at White Township municipal building 

 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m. 

 


