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White Township Recreation contin-
ues a year-round schedule of sports 
and activities for people of all inter-
ests and ages. Registration is under 
way for the fall schedule now at the 
White Township Recreation web-
site.  
 
Visit https://whitetownshiprec.org/
registration/ now to join the fun. 
Sign-ups are being taken now for a 

busy schedule of turf-side programs 

including the holiday baseball and 

softball camps for boys and girls. 

The recreation department will soon 

announce its full schedule of indoor 

turf activities for the winter months. 

And don’t forget, Santa Claus arrives 

Saturday, Dec. 17, in White Town-

ship for the annual Skate With Santa 

program during public skate.  

White Township is at the heart of 

the school and community sports 

programs of the Indiana area. 

____________________________ 

Road foreman Tim Willis lives through township growth 
The head of the road crew that maintains 
84 miles of streets and roads in White 
Township has seen it all. 

There’s been remarkable growth in every 
aspect of the township since 1978 when 
Tim Willis joined the road crew at age 18. 

Tim has watched the development of new 
residential neighborhoods, overseen the 
expansion of the township truck fleet and 
managed the growth of the crew of drivers 
and operators that keep the township’s 
resources in tip-top condition. 

Tim joined the township during modest 
times, when Ford Buterbaugh was town-
ship manager. 

“We had old junk equipment, two 10-ton 

Dodge trucks that burned a lot of oil and an 
old International truck that wandered all 
over the road. They had a pickup, a grader 
and a beat-up 
backhoe, and 
that’s all there 
was here,” Tim 
said. 

“It was mostly 
just a rural 
population at 
that point, but 
as time went 
on, they got  
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Township Staff Profile 

Plow truck operators must keep the roads open but no one wants to block driveways. 

Tim Willis 

The view from the plow driver’s window TWO 

KEYS  

TO A 

WINTER 

YOU CAN 

LIVE 

WITH 
Read the road crew’s 

best advice for getting 

where you need to go 

when you need to get 

there. Page 2 

https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
mailto:wtinfo@whitetownship.org


Mark your calendar 
____________________ 

Public meetings of White 

Township’s governing boards 

and other important dates: 

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7: 

Planning Commission preview 

meeting 

● 1 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 7: 

Board of supervisors regular 

meeting 

● 6 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 13: 

Planning Commission regular 

meeting 

● 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 15: 

Stewardship Committee regular 

meeting 

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 20: 

Municipal Authority regular 

meeting 

● 7 p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 21: 

Board of supervisors regular 

meeting 

 

● 1 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 3, 2023: 

Board of supervisors organiza-

tion meeting 

● Wednesday, Jan. 4: Board of 

auditors annual organization 

meeting 

 

2023 meeting schedules  

to be announced: 

 

● Recreation Advisory Board 

regular meetings 

● Planning Commission regular 

and review meetings 

● Municipal Authority regular 

meetings 

● Stewardship Committee reg-

ular meetings 
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Willis credits talented team performance for 
superior township road system 

(Continues from Page 1) 

more money to work with, added more 
roads, put on more employees.” 

White Township flourished into the resi-
dential and economic center of Indiana 
County that it is today. The coal mines 
were strong and several factories – and 
hundreds of workers – came into the town-
ship. 

So Tim Willis’ career and responsibilities 
grew as the township did. Learning and 
doing all the tasks laid before the road crew 
led to Tim’s promotion to road superinten-
dent, a post he’s held since 2000 – a lead-
ership role for 22 of the 44 years he has 
served the township. 

“Larry Garner took us out of the dark ag-
es,” Tim said. “If you could prove that you 
could do your job better and easier with 
new equipment or technology, then he was 
all for it. He took us to the next level.” 

Getting the newest and best trucks and 
equipment has been secondary to Tim. The 
most important part of the township’s road 
maintenance program, he said, is the team 
of dedicated and skilled drivers and opera-
tors who have joined the staff over those 
years. 

“I have a great group of guys. I can call any 
one of them for a job at three o’clock in the 
morning and they would show up. I take 
pride in that,” Tim said. “There is so much 
talent back there – anything from car-
pentry to electrical to welding to fabricat-

ing, running equipment. It’s a very experi-
enced group. We’ve lost some good ones 
the past couple of years but I’m hoping we 
can groom these young guys to pick it all 
up.” 

Tim and his wife Gale lived 30 years in 
White Township but now reside in Center 
Township on land that’s been in the Willis 
family for several generations. Their son 
Matt lives in Rock Hill, S.C. 

Tim’s mom, Ann Willis, worked many, 
many years as the White Township secre-
tary. Service to White Township is a Willis 
family tradition. 

“The last 30 years, my life has been dictat-
ed by this telephone,” Tim said, pointing to 
his township cell phone. “Anything that 
goes on, I get the call. Anytime I make 
plans to do something in the winter, it 
snows and that goes out the door.” 

Answering to nature’s demands and re-
sponding to township residents’ needs 
have been Tim Willis’s goals since Harry 
Deabenderfer showed him the ropes of 
serving the township. 

“I like to make everybody happy and I tend 
to bend over backwards to make that hap-
pen,” Tim said. “I think I can drive down 
any street in the township and if I see 
somebody standing in their front yard, I 
don’t have to turn my head because I’ve 
made him angry in the past. Normally, 
everybody waves when I go by. I’m good 
with the public. I try to make everybody 
happy, and it’s worked out well.” 
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Shovel snow onto the grass or to the right  
It’s not easy to say which step is the most important. Following these tips for managing 
the fallen snow will help everyone endure the winter season and the months that follow. 

1)  Where possible, stack snow from side-
walks and driveways onto lawns where water 
will soak into the earth when the snow melts. 

2)  At the mouth of a driveway (looking 
toward the road), stack snow to the right 
so it’s gone for good. Plow trucks arrive from 
the left and will push snow back into the 
driveway if it’s been stacked on the left side. 

Also, help to keep storm drains open and 
avoid leaving snow and ice on any paved sur-
face. Snow piled on streets and roads will stay 
frozen in cold weather. That poses a risk of 
damage to snow plows, creates hazardous 

driving conditions and leads to cracks and potholes in the pavement. 

Please contact the White Township office and road crew for suggestions on safe snow re-
moval this winter. 

Residents can avoid shoveling twice by not pushing snow 

into the path of the next township plow truck. 



Township wins grant for amphitheater 

The amphitheater 

will be developed 

on the hillside be-

tween the Georgie 

Lenz Soccer Fields 

and the Eagles Rest 

picnic area north of 

S&T Bank Arena. 

The township is 

seeking additional 

grant support for 

construction of a 

covered band shell 

on the stage, for 

storage and dress-

ing rooms, for site 

lighting and development of addi-

tional parking spaces. 

In a third phase of the project, 

White Township will pursue finan-

cial backing to install a superior 

sound and digital technology system 

for showing movies on a 16-foot-

wide screen, for additional environ-

mental improvements and other site 

amenities. 

“This has been in the planning stag-

es since 1997,” said Township Man-

ager Chris Anderson. “White Town-

ship is excited to be able to provide 

this asset for concerts, plays, school 

productions and community festi-

vals. Every township resident can 

enjoy the entertainment and cultural 

events this amphitheater will be able 

to offer.” 
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Try 

hockey 

free at 

S&T Bank 

Arena 
 

S&T Bank Arena welcomed 
almost 50 youngsters on 
Nov. 5, the National “Try 
Hockey Free” Day promo-
tion to give kids the feel of a 
real stick in their hands. 
Indiana Youth Hockey As-
sociation and White Town-
ship Recreation staff served 
as coaches for the day. 

The participation at White 
Township’s ice rink was the 
largest event in the Pitts-
burgh region. Representa-
tives of the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins visited to help organ-
ize the program and pro-
mote youth hockey. 

Area wannabe hockey play-
ers can sign up online at 
www.tryhockeyforfree.com/
for the next Try Hockey 
Free programs at 4:10 p.m. 
Dec. 17 and 12:50 p.m. Feb. 
25. 

A busy holiday season at 
S&T Bank Arena also in-
cludes the Break The Chains 
Youth wrestling tournament 
on Sunday, Dec. 11, and the 
Country Faire Market from 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 10. 

For information on all 
White Township Rec and 
S&T Bank Arena programs 
and events, phone 
724.465.2665 or visit 
www.whitetownshiprec.org. 
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Architect’s 

design of the 

stage and 

band shell for 

the White 

Township 

Recreation 

Complex 

Amphitheater. 

Architect Tom Harley and Recreation Director Ryan Shaffer visited the site of 

the planned amphitheater at the White Township Recreation Complex. 

White Township has taken the first major step toward the addition of an am-

phitheater, an outdoor performing arts center, at the White Township Recre-

ation Complex along East Pike. 

The Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development in 

September awarded a grant of $100,000 for engineering, design and prelimi-

nary work on the site. The grant will help the township construct a 60-by-30-

foot concrete stage, to level and landscape the audience seating area and to 

provide accessible parking spaces and walkways on the site.  

https://www.tryhockeyforfree.com/
http://www.whitetownshiprec.org.


Congratulations to Richelle McCabe and her family, of Robin Street, the win-

ners of a free picnic pavilion rental at any of the White Township Parks, for 

their decoration scheme judged 

the “Best Home Decoration 

Viewed at Night” in the White 

Township Home Halloween 

Decoration and Pet Halloween 

Costume contest. 

The Martineau residence on 

Greenview Drive was honored as 

“Best Home Decoration Viewed 

in Daylight” by the  judges. 

The township’s “Best Costumed Pet” this year is Zoe, who belongs to Ashley 

Patterson, of Bash Road! She’s the winner of six passes for ice skating at S&T 

Bank Arena in the White Town-

ship Recreation Complex. 

Ashley’s cat, Yoshi, won the 

award for “Most Unique Pet Cos-

tume,” and Emma Levan, of 

Quincy Circle, dressed her dog 

Simon in the “Most Original Pet 

Costumes,” the judges decided. 
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Halloween decorating and costuming winners 
White Township News 

 
November-December 2022 

 
The township’s newslet-

ter is published periodically 
to keep White Township resi-
dents, property owners, tax-
payers and ratepayers up-to-
date on services, programs 
and projects underway in 
white township. 

____________________ 
 

Township Manager 
Chris Anderson 

_________________ 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Chauncey Ross 

_______________________ 
 

Suggestions for features, 
articles and photos for publi-
cation in the White Township 
community newsletter are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

 
Story ideas may be sub-

mitted to the township office 
by email to 
cross@whitetownship.org or 
telephone to 724.463.8585, 
ext. 113. 
_______________________ 

 
Citizens’ Ambulance Service 

is facing a financial crisis. White 
Township has dedicated funding 
in the 2023 budget to support an 
estimated $1.5 million needed to 
operate as a county wide ambu-
lance service. 

Membership/donation 
letters are now being mailed to 
households. 

Please recognize communi-
ty support is needed to maintain 
the level of service CAS has pro-
vided for the past 64 years. If 
you have questions, please reach 
out to Sandi Gillette, White 
Township’s representative to 
Citizens’ Ambulance Service, at 
sgillette@whitetownship.org. 

Where am I? 
How well do you know your 

way around White Township? 

Here’s a seldom-seen look at 

one of the well-traveled inter-

sections in the township. 

Where am I? 

Send your guess by email to 

the newsletter desk, 

cross@whitetownship.org.  

In the September-October issue of White Township News, “Where am I?” 

showed a quiet, peaceful view of what sometimes is a busy artery in northeast-

ern White Township.  

Again this month, Bert A. Ross was the 

quickest to identify this as the Bryan Hill 

section of Old Route 119 North.  

Becky Juart also hit the mark and named 

the nearest crossroads, too! 

Thanks to all who took a guess at “Where 

am I?” 
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