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Recycling helps!  Curbside collection of 

cans, glass bottles, newspaper and No. 1 

and No. 2 plastic containers is offered to 

homes and businesses throughout White 

Township, and Indiana County Solid Waste 

Authority provides a drop-off point for 

corrugated cardboard, magazines, office 

paper and other recyclable materials. 

 

Greater recycling means less costly dispos-

al of rubbish at the Evergreen Landfill in 

Indiana County. But greater recycling also 

means the sale of more materials for reuse 

and the return of more money to White 

Township and other communities where 

the recycled materials originate. 

Learn more about opportunities to recycle 

materials and save on waste disposal costs. 

Visit Indiana County Solid Waste Authority 

online at http://icswa.indianapa.com/ or 

phone 724.479.0444. 

Bob Ream brings versatility to township crew 
When you want to find a guy who has been around 
the block, you turn to Bob Ream. He’s been around 
every block in White Township, a lot of them count-
less times, and he’s been under almost all of them, 
too. 

Ream is one of the most tenured employees on the 
township crew and celebrated his 30-year anniversary 
with White Township on Jan. 11. 

As the sewage enforcement officer, Ream performs 
soil analyses and percolation tests for residents and 
property owners who need to install on-lot septic sew-
age treatment systems. It’s a critical task in the pro-
cess of assuring a safe and healthy environment for all 
who live in our community. 

Ream worked seven years full-time in the sewer de-
partment and has served the last 23 primarily in the  
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Township Staff Profile 

Sewage Enforcement Officer Bob Ream 

The view from the plow driver’s window  

The new year has opened with changes to new lead-
ership on White Township’s governing boards.  

Gail McCauley, a member of the board of supervi-
sors for 22 years, was elected chairwoman of the 
board at the Jan. 3 organization meeting. Supervi-
sor Richard Gallo was re-elected vice chairman and 
Donna Hill was reappointed secretary/treasurer. 

McCauley said she expects to bring a balanced and 
no-nonsense style to the position. 

“I think I’m a very easygoing person and a fair per-
son,” McCauley said. “Being at the chair of a meet-
ing, you listen to what everybody else has to say 
and, when necessary, bring forth leadership. 

“But we have a very caring group of people leading 
the township and I don’t really think there would 
ever be a need when I would have to step in.”  

(continues on Page 2) 

Supervisors Chairwoman Gail R. McCauley 

McCauley, Roumm assume township leadership positions 
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Sewage inspector, plow driver Ream does it all 
(continues from Page 1) 

road department but has held his sewer license for 27 years. 

After overseeing the tests on new home sites (about eight to 15 a year), he reviews the systems as designed by engineers, issues the 
installation permits and sometimes makes follow-up visits. 

“I want to make sure it’s constructed properly because it is expensive. The average system runs $15,000 to $40,000,” Ream said. 
“I also have to go to properties where there could be a malfunction, if there’s a problem. If a neighbor calls in about sewage coming 
out, or if someone is concerned about their own sewer leaking into the yard, I’m the one who goes and investigates what’s going on 
with that.” 

Ream said septic problems may require costly solutions but he wants the best for  homeowners: “I’m there to try and help them. 
Let’s solve this as cheap as possible but let’s do it right so you don’t have to do it again.” 

As one of the longest-serving White Township employees, Ream has seen a generation of workers come through the doors. He 
learned from the senior crew members of the 1990s and now mentors the young ones of the 2020s. 

Time also bred familiarity with many, many township residents for Ream. He knows all the roads, and has operated practically 
every kind of truck and equipment used by the road and sewer departments. He knows every curb and manhole cover on the East 
Pike/Airport Road/Route 286/Zehner Road route that he has plowed the past 15 winters.  

Mark your calendar 
____________________ 

Public meetings of White Town-

ship’s governing boards and other 

important dates: 

● 6 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17: Recrea-

tion Advisory Board regular 

meeting. 

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 17: Mu-

nicipal Authority regular meeting. 

● 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 19: 

Stewardship Committee regular 

meeting. 

● 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24: Compre-

hensive Plan steering committee 

regular meeting 

● 7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 25: Board 

of supervisors regular meeting. 

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, Feb. 8: 

Planning Commission preview 

meeting. 

● 1 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 8: Board 

of supervisors regular meeting. 

● 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 14: Plan-

ning Commission regular meeting. 

● 6:30 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 16: 

Stewardship Committee regular 

meeting. 

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 21: Mu-

nicipal Authority regular meeting.  

● 7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 22: 

Board of supervisors regular 

meeting. 
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Supervisors, planning commission reorganize 
(continues from Page 1) 

A. Eugene Gemmell, Sandi Gillette and George 
E. Lenz also serve on the board. 

The chairmanship of the White Township plan-
ning commission also has evolved, with the 
selection of Denny Roumm as the new leader in 
a reorganization on Jan. 10. Nancy Smith was 
elected vice chairwoman. 

“I’m honored to take the gavel as chairman of the planning commission,” Roumm said. “I hope I 
can perform as capably as the two predecessors I was privileged to serve under, Robert Begg and 
Edward Kuckuck, both outstanding fellows!” 

Edward “Ted” Kuckuck was named secretary and Amy Burton of the township staff was retained 
as recording secretary. Richard Gallo also serves on the panel. Bradley Martineau was appointed 
by the supervisors to replace George Lenz, who retired from the commission. 

White Township board of supervisors 

On the other hand, Ream said, “The fun part of the job is not spending a lot of time in one place. 
We could be doing a project in Shadowood, then go to Forest Manor, and next week we could be in 
Chevy Chase,” he said. 

His family has grown during his time with the Township. Bob and his wife, Lisa, have been married 
27 years. Their two boys and three girls range from 12 to 26 years of age. 

The biggest change in White Township road and sewage operations over the past 30 years, Ream 
said, is the township’s capacity (with a larger crew and a bigger budget) to respond to every call or 
complaint within a day or two. 

Any public servant will say that having satisfied residents is a great reward of the job. Folks wave 
hello when their roads are plowed and express thanks when their streets are paved. 

“People are always happy when they’re getting something new. They’ll put up with the mess for a 
while. They know it will look nice,” Ream said. 

But it’s curious, he said, to hear residents say “they’re happy to see their tax dollars at work.” 

That’s a common misunderstanding. White Township does not collect a real estate tax. 

“I’d say better than 50 percent believe they pay a tax directly to White Township, like they do the 
school district or the county,” Ream said “That’s the biggest thing that everybody thinks, they pay a 
tax on their property.” 

The stormwater management fee, which is paid by property owners with large areas of paved drive-
ways or parking lots, actually enables the township to perform the amount of drainage and related 
improvements being done today. 

“With the fee, they’re paying for service. Before, you were getting it for free,” he said. “The fee is 
definitely changing what we’re able to do in White Township.” 



Recreation complex a center for family, 
community fun and enjoyment 
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Recreation        

Department fills 

arena, community 

with sports and 

enrichment      

programs 
 

White Township Recreation 
is now registering partici-
pants for a variety of winter 
and spring programs, both 
at the S&T Bank Arena and 
at other host locations 
throughout the community. 

The golf fundamentals pro-
gram (for ages 5 to 14) 
starts in March; an intro-
duction to lacrosse for 5- to 
17-year-olds starts in mid-
February; enrichment pro-
grams in mural painting, 
acrylic painting and oil 
painting all take place at 
The Artists Hand Gallery 
with start times in February, 
March and April. 

Pick up the winter/spring 
program guide, sign up 
online at https://
whitetownshiprec.org/
registration/ or phone the 
recreation office at White 
Township Recreation Com-
plex at 724.465.2665 for 
complete information. 

White Township Recreation 
is proud to provide a year-
round schedule of athletic 
and other activities for peo-
ple of all interests and age 
groups.  

White Township is at the 
heart of the school and 
community sports programs 
of the Indiana area. 

___________________ 
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Area youngsters 
doubled their fun 
in mid-December 
as they shared 
their Christmas 
wishes with Santa 
Claus, then joined 
the S&T Bank Are-
na skating pro-
gram staff to take a 
few laps with the 
man in red on the 
arena ice. 

Maybe you were 
there! The Country 
Faire Christmas 
Shopping Day in 
December brought 
dozens of vendors 
and hundreds of 
area residents to 
select unique, 
handmade and 
high quality gifts 
for the holiday 
season. 

Throngs of youth 
hockey players, 
coaches, parents, 
friends and fans in 
general jammed 
S&T Bank Arena in 
early January for 
the 28th annual 
Charlie Hogan 
Memorial Hockey 
Tournament. The 
event attracted two 
dozen teams from 
the region and 
each year gener-
ates thousands of 
dollars in the local 
economy as fami-
lies dine at our 
restaurants, stay 
overnight at our 
lodging and spread 
the good word 
about the town-
ship’s first-class 
sports and recrea-
tion center. 

https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/
https://whitetownshiprec.org/registration/


White Township’s sewage crew earned recognition 
in December for a simple matter of doing what’s 
right.  

On a routine maintenance job in late October on 
Shady Drive, workers Jack Turner and Mike Cadile 
uncovered a wedding band among random debris 
they washed out of the sanitary sewage line serving 
the Shadowood neighborhood.  

The crew returned the ring to the township shop, 
cleaned it, studied it and working only with the 

engraved initials and date, “ELS – MES 8-19-55,” 
traced it to a former nearby homeowner, Merle 
Stilwell.  

The ring had been lost down a drain years before 
Stilwell moved to the St. Andrews Village retire-
ment home. The crew turned it over to Stilwell’s 
son, Doug, for him to deliver to his father. 

Merle Stilwell and his wife, Eleanor, resided more 
than 50 years on Shady Drive in a home only 100 
feet or so from where the ring came to rest. 
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Sewer crew discovers wedding ring, finds owner 
White Township News 

 
January-February 2023 

 
The township’s newslet-

ter is published periodically 
to keep White Township resi-
dents, property owners, tax-
payers and ratepayers up-to-
date on services, programs 
and projects underway in 
white township. 

____________________ 
 

Township Manager 
Chris Anderson 

_________________ 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Chauncey Ross 

_______________________ 
 

Suggestions for features, 
articles and photos for publi-
cation in the White Township 
community newsletter are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

 
Story ideas may be sub-

mitted to the township office 
by email to 
cross@whitetownship.org or 
telephone to 724.463.8585, 
ext. 113. 
_______________________ 

 
ONLINE PAYMENTS TO BE ACCEPTED 

Township residents have asked for it and 
the township supervisors and administra-
tion are pleased to provide it. Beginning in 
April, township residents and property 
owners will have the option of paying 
township bills and fees online through a 
third-party system. 

The independent payment portal offered 
by the experienced and proven MuniciPAY  
site (visit https://www.municipay.com/ to 
explore) will assure secure payment of 
township bills with just a few clicks.  

The township staff also will accept credit/
debit card payments during business 
hours at the township office, 950 Indian 
Springs Road. 

Watch for more information as White 
Township prepares to unveil this new 
convenient payment system. 

How well do you know your way around White Township? 

Here’s a look at a familiar site from an uncommon vantage point. 

Where am I? 

Explore the 

township to 

find this look! 

Then send 

your guess by 

email to the 

White Town-

ship News 

desk at  

cross@whitetownship.org.  

In the November-December issue of White 

Township News, “Where am I?” showed a 

seldom-seen look at an intersection on one of the township’s most heavily 

traveled roads.   

Bert A. Ross again was the first to 

identify this as the east end of Indian 

Springs Road, where it connects with 

South Sixth Street (Route 954), north 

of the Route 119 overpass.  Doug 

Freedline also was quick to name that 

intersection.  

Thanks to all who took a guess at 

“Where am I?” 

WHERE 

AM I? 
Image: stockio.com 

Township crewmen Jack Turner and Mike Cadile 

presented the ring to Doug Stilwell. 

Merle Stilwell was reunited with his long lost 

wedding band in December.  
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