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Recycling helps!  Greater recycling 

means less costly disposal of rubbish 

at the Evergreen Landfill in Indiana 

County. But greater recycling also 

means the sale of more materials for 

reuse and the return of more money 

to White Township and other com-

munities where the recycled materi-

als originate. 

Learn more about opportunities to 

recycle materials and save on waste 

disposal costs. Visit Indiana County 

Solid Waste Authority online at 

http://icswa.indianapa.com/ or 

phone 724.479.0444. 

Ken Deabenderfer a master of township road system 

When a township builds and maintains an 85-mile 
road network, it’s a short list of people who are fa-
miliar with nearly every inch of that transportation 
system. 

One of them is Ken Deabenderfer, the assistant 
superintendent of the White Township roads de-
partment, who just reached 28 years of service on 
the crew. 

Ken said he has worked through some of the town-
ship’s boom years and has seen the growth of resi-
dential neighborhoods and the streets and roads 
that run through them – Heritage Oaks, Fairfax, 
Sterling Hills and Otelia Estates, among them. 

“I’ve probably paved 99 percent of every street, 
looked down every stormwater inlet,” Ken said.  

(continues on Page 2) 
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Asst. Road Superintendent Ken Deabenderfer 

The view from the plow driver’s window  

One of the most extensive utility pro-
jects in recent years in White Town-
ship has begun in the northeast sec-
tion of the township, where an exten-
sion of the Indiana regional sanitary 
sewer system will bring service to 
almost 40 homes and businesses. 

The Route 286 East Sanitary Sewage 
Extension will serve portions of Air-
port Road, Campbell Lane, Hamill 
and Ober Roads, and a small business 
park along Route 286.  

The township’s contractor, Bison Construction, broke ground during mild 
weather in February and pushed on through during a wintry outbreak in 
March. 

(continues on Page 2) 

Bison Construction Co. workers excavated a trench along 

Airport Road for the Route 286 East sewage extension. 

THE BIG COLD DIG 
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Deabenderfer reflects on three decades of service 
(continues from Page 1) 

He’s in his element every summer when the paving program comes around. Of all the heavy 
equipment he has mastered in his years with the township, the paver is the one that’s “the 
most fun” to operate. 

It’s one of the few machines that Ken didn’t operate before joining the township crew, and 
the one that he considered the biggest challenge as he developed his road maintenance ex-
pertise. 

The improvements over time have made road care more efficient and made life easier for 
Ken and others on the township road department. 

“The heavy equipment is so much better today,” Ken said. “And the residents no longer use 
the big black plastic bags for disposing of leaves every fall. We needed to open and dump 
them one by one. Now we’re going to the biodegradable bags instead. That’s saving a lot of 
time and effort.” 

Being in a township truck on the township streets for so long has assured Ken of one thing: 
meeting a lot of township residents. 

“There are a lot of good people here,” Ken said. “Considerate ones, too. 

“The nicest thing is when people park in their driveways so we can clean the street. Having 
garbage cans and recycling bins in their yards for collection — that’s a big help to us.” 

Ken lives in the township with his wife Renee; he has an adult son and daughter and two 
grown stepsons. 

Mark your calendar 
____________________ 

Public meetings of White 

Township’s governing boards 

and other important dates: 

● 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 

22: Board of supervisors regu-

lar meeting. 

● 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 28: 

Comprehensive Plan steering 

committee regular meeting 

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, April 

5: Planning Commission pre-

view meeting. 

● 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 11: 

Planning Commission regular 

meeting. 

● 1 p.m. Wednesday, April 12: 

Board of supervisors regular 

meeting. 

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, April 18: 

Municipal Authority regular 

meeting.  

● 6:30 p.m. Thursday, April 20: 

Stewardship Committee regular 

meeting. 

● 7 p.m. Tuesday, April 25: 

Comprehensive Plan steering 

committee regular meeting 

● 7 p.m. Wednesday, April 26: 

Board of supervisors regular 

meeting. 

● 5 p.m. Monday, May 1, Rec-

reation Advisory Board bi-

monthly meeting 

● 8:30 a.m. Wednesday, May 3, 

Planning Commission preview 

meeting 

● 6:30 p.m. Tuesday May 9, 

Planning Commission regular 

meeting 

● 1 p.m. Wednesday, May 10, 

Board of Supervisors regular 

meeting 

● 7:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 16, 

Municipal Authority regular 

meeting 
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Route 286 East sewage a work in progress 
(continues from Page 1) 

Bison will install 8,000 feet of 8-inch pipe and 3,500 feet of 4-inch pressurized 
force main pipe to the system. Bison also will build a new pump station during the 
project. 

The system will replace on-lot and septic sewage facilities in the service area and 
make the area attractive for future development. 

White Township Municipal Authority expects the project to be complete as early as 
September. 

Now taking credit/debit card 

payments online and in office 

White Township welcomes residents, property 
owners, builders and others to pay for services 
and fees by credit card or debit card beginning in 
April.  

Starting with the second quarter bills for sewage, 
recycling and stormwater management service, payments may be made online at 
the White Township website, https://www.whitetownship.org/billing-information. 
Quarterly service bills and fees for permits and all other township services may also 
be made in person at the township office, 950 Indian Springs Road. 

The secure online payment system is provided by MuniciPAY, an electronic pay-
ment processing service designed for local governments, school districts and utility 
companies. (A processing fee of 2.65 percent, $1.50 minimum, will apply.) 

Phone the Township office at 724.463.8585 or email wtinfo@whitetownship.org for 
additional information. 

https://www.whitetownship.org/billing-information
mailto:wtinfo@whitetownship.org


Jobsite safety a priority for township crew, contractors 

White Township took the lead in February when the sewage 
department commissioned a worker safety program and 
invited public works employees from neighboring munici-
palities to take part. 

A former construction worker and now the operator of her 
own consulting business, Monica Rakoczy, conducted a day-
long workshop on the dangers of trenches, excavation and 
confined space entry. Workers from Indiana and Homer 
City boroughs joined the township crews in learning about 
worksite hazard awareness and prevention of accidents at 
these high-risk worksites. 

The voluntary program by Rakoczy’s EnterTRAINING Solu-
tions included hands-on demonstrations of safety tech-
niques and a review of state and federal job site regulations. 

 

  3 

March-April 2023                               White Township News                                                    Page 3 

A regional training session held in early March at the White Township municipal center drew more than 30 pub-
lic works employees from Indiana and neighboring counties to learn the essentials of traffic control by flaggers at 
work zones, accident scenes and sites of road hazards. Workers are required to undergo training and earn certifi-
cation before serving as traffic control flaggers. 

Instructor Tim Pieples, said the workers’ No. 1 goal is to pro-
tect themselves and their crew. 

“But they also have a duty and an obligation to protect the 
motoring public. All road users. You could be a pedestrian, a 
bicyclist, traveling through a work zone,” Pieples said. “They 
have an obligation to control and maintain a continuous flow 
(of traffic) .... and maintain control while protecting their 
safety, the workers’ safety and the public safety.” 

Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors co-
ordinates flagger training across the state to educate workers 
in the traffic control guidelines set by the state Department of 
Transportation. 

“The guidelines are key,” Pieples said. “They provide con-
sistency, so motorists are not surprised and can easily recog-
nize things ahead by seeing things they’re familiar with. You 
need that consistency to achieve safety.” 

The Pennsylvania Local Share Account program, funded by revenues col-

lected from the gaming industry, has approved a grant of $81,230 for the 

improvement of crosswalk street markings and lane stripes at the most 

heavily-traveled intersections in White Township.  

Shown here, the township road crew earlier added a “stop bar” stripe on 

North Sixth Street to improve motorists’ awareness of North Sixth Street 

and Fulton Run Road as the primary route through this three-way inter-

section.  

Township hosts regional traffic control seminar 

Road safety grant awarded  



Every month, Indiana 
County Community Action 
Program distributes tons 
and tons of food to county 
residents in need through a 
network of community food 
banks, which are run largely 
through the efforts of local 
volunteers. 

On the second Tuesday each 
month, White Township 
sends a couple of trucks and 
a team of road and sewage crew workers to ship the goods from the food bank 
to the food pantry pickup site at Indiana Mall. 

The White Township pantry serves 96 families that have registered for assis-
tance, a volunteer leader said. Having the township crew come out to lend a 
hand first thing in the morning dramatically cuts the time needed for ICCAP 
volunteers to carry out each month’s food distribution. 

Sewer, road crews 
support food bank 
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The township’s newslet-

ter is published periodically 
to keep White Township resi-
dents, property owners, tax-
payers and ratepayers up-to-
date on services, programs 
and projects underway in 
White Township. 

____________________ 
 

Township Manager 
Chris Anderson 

_________________ 
 

Newsletter Editor 
Chauncey Ross 

_______________________ 
 

Suggestions for features, 
articles and photos for publi-
cation in the White Township 
community newsletter are 
welcomed and encouraged. 

 
Story ideas may be sub-

mitted to the township office 
by email to 
cross@whitetownship.org or 
telephone to 724.463.8585, 
ext. 113. 
_______________________ 

 
COMING ATTRACTION 

The updated playground at White Town-
ship Recreation Complex on East Pike 
Road will be completed and ready for use 
this spring! It is funded in part by Pennsyl-
vania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources. 

How well do you know your way around White 

Township? 

Here’s a view of a common-looking but well-

traveled township road. 

Explore the township to find 

this look! Then send your guess 

by email to the White Township 

News desk at  

cross@whitetownship.org.  

In the January-February issue of White Town-

ship News, “Where am I?” showed a less-seen 

view of a landmark on one of the township’s 

most heavily traveled roads.   

TJ George was the first to identify our photo as 

the view of Citizens’ Ambulance Service and 

West Pike as seen from Debby Drive in Sunset 

Acres. Bert A. Ross and William Edmundson 

also were fast to identify the subject of the pho-

to.  

Thanks to all who took a guess at “Where am I?” 

WHERE 

AM I? 
Image: stockio.com 

Township workers unloaded a truck full of food products for the 

ICCAP food pantry March 14 at Indiana Mall. 
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