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PREVENT SEWER BACKUPS BY 

FLUSHING WISELY  Disposable wipes 

have been causing problems in communities around the 

country and White Township is no different.  Wipes 

used for baby care, personal hygiene, house cleaning, 

and more cause major problems when flushed down toi-

lets.  The ONLY paper product that should be flushed is 

toilet paper.  While many products are labeled 

“flushable”, they do not break down enough to flow 

through sanitary sewers.  Wipes can snag on imperfections in sewer lines, catch passing debris and 

grease and create a plug in your line.  The fol-

lowing items should NEVER be flushed down 

toilets: paper towels, sanitary products, diapers, 

baby wipes, facial tissues, fats, oils and grease, 

kitty liter, prescription drugs, dental floss, chem-

icals, and paints.   The above photo is a clogged 

White Township sanitary sewer lateral.  

The White Township Municipal Authority owns the present-day sanitary sewer 

system.  The system is comprised of approximately 83 miles of 

mainline sanitary gravity sewers, approximately 2,400 sanitary 

manholes/lampholes (observation ports), eight (8) sewage 

pumping stations, and 3.4 miles of force main (pressurized 

sewer pipe).  There are approximately 6,630 service connec-

tions in the Authority public sewer service area.  Approximate-

ly 6,220 of the total services are residential and the remaining 

410 are commercial.  All properties served by the Authority 

are located within the Township boundary.  All sanitary sew-

age in the Authority service area is conveyed to Indiana Bor-

ough for further conveyance and treatment at the Indiana Bor-

ough Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

 The Sewer Crew continues the system wide sewer tele-

vising program, flow monitoring program, and manhole physi-

cal inspection program to identify needed repairs and address-

es inflow and infiltration (I&I) under their PaDEP approved 

Corrective Action Plan.  I&I is the groundwater and storm-

water that enter a sewer system.  Township employee running the modern 

Cues Camera system.    



Stormwater Talk  With gardening season upon us, now is a great 

time to think about installing a rain barrel on your property.  Rain barrels are 
beneficial to the environment and help control stormwater runoff.  Click here 
for instructions on making a rain barrel. 

                                                                                                         

Benefits of a rain barrel:               

 -inexpensive and easy to maintain      

 -provides a free and sustainable source of water for your garden        

 -prevents ponding and flooding in your yard     

 -reduces stormwater runoff into local streams and storm sewers   

 -may be used to flush toilets during power outages    

  

The picture to the right is a rain barrel located in White Township painted by 

seventh grader Sara Genchur. 

Upcoming Projects        
          

 Rustic Lodge Road stormwater cross pipe repair   

 Chevy Chase Stormwater Infrastructure Replacement Phase 3 

 Overlook Drive Stormwater Infrastructure Replacement   

 Route 286 East Sewer Extension     

 Sanitary sewer line defect repairs     

 Sanitary sewer lining maintenance                              

Construction season is here; please use caution in work zones. 

DCNR’s response to the Township’s stewardship plan is available on the Home page of 

the website.  

Spring Yard Waste Collection is May 24th-28th.  Additional information can be found on 

the website under Township Services/Spring Yard Waste Collection.  

Rustic Lodge Road bridge repair  There was an unfortunate accident at the Rustic 

Lodge bridge that damaged the stone wall.  The wall was reconstructed to its original state using the 

original stone.  The pictures show the before and after.   

It is believed that the 

bridge was constructed in 

the 1930’s under and by 

the Works Progress Ad-

ministration (WPA).  The 

WPA was an ambitious 

employment and infra-

structure program created 

by President Roosevelt in 

1935.   

https://westmorelandconservation.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/You-Can-Capture-Rainwater-to-Use-Later.pdf

