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Controlling Stormwater  

It has been well documented that 2018 was the wettest year on record for the Indiana area, with rainfall totals ranging 
from 66 to 74 inches, depending on your data source.  This, on the heels of  2017 that proved to be at the time, the  
second wettest year on record has led to everyone scrambling for solutions on how to manage the excessive rain water.  
In a timely fashion, the Board of Supervisors in March 2017 adopted a “Stormwater Basin Dedication Policy.”  This 
policy states that owners of stormwater features (mostly ponds) that collect stormwater from Township roads can follow 
a procedure to “dedicate” the features to the Township, turning over ownership and perpetual maintenance.  
 
Currently, White Township owns four ponds and is at various stages of attaining four more.  A common concern of  
residents that live near these ponds is whether these ponds will hold water even during the heaviest of rains.  This  
concern is one of the primary reasons why the Township adopted the policy.  If we, the Township, own the pond, we 
can use some of the stormwater fee money that we collect to make changes that will benefit the community.  For  
example, reducing the size of the holes that release water from the pond causes more water to be held back and then 
slowly be released into the stream, which reduces the downstream flood threats.  The Township looks to attain all the 
stormwater features within its limits that meet the stated criteria as a long-term goal for the policy. Currently, that would 
be a total of 25 ponds.   

Caption:  
This stormwater pond off of Heritage Run Road was 
retrofitted in September 2018.  A 20-minute heavy rain 
storm filled the pond half-way shortly after the work 
was completed by Township road crew employees.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Recycling 

PA Act 101 of 1988 mandates municipalities over 10,000 in population to collect certain recyclables. White Township 
(WT) contracts with the Indiana County Solid Waste Authority (ICSWA) for recycling services to Township residents.  
These services include operations of the Recycling Center and Curbside Collection.  In the 1990s the sale of recyclable 
materials for the most part covered the associated expenses.  Over time the material sales income has declined and ex-
penses have increased.  In 2016, WT enacted a residential recycling fee to cover the cost billed to WT by the ICSWA.  
In the last two years WT has collected $165,000 and has been invoiced $125,000 averaged annually.  WT’s portion, 60 
percent of the ICSWA expenses for facility operations and curbside collection, are approximately $70,000 per quarter 
and are offset by material sales of around $30,000 to $35,000 per quarter.  WT will review annually the cost of the re-
cycling program and may adjust the fee accordingly. If residents choose to not use the curbside collection service and 
deliver materials to the Recycling Center – the trucks must still operate throughout the remainder of the Township and 
those costs plus operational costs at the Center will still be billed to WT.  Environmentally speaking, the recycling pro-
gram is the right thing to do and the cost to keep recyclables from occupying our landfills is a small price to pay.  The 
Township appreciates your cooperation in this endeavor.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Radon Awareness 

We have been made aware of several high radon readings in residences in White Township.  The PA Department of 
Environmental Protection (PA DEP) has awarded a grant to the American Lung Association of PA to offer a limited 
number of free radon test kits to residents within White Township.  Please see White Township’s website for the PA 
DEP letter describing how you may take advantage of this free offer.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjEh5P8t77gAhWyct8KHWVlBksQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwhitetownship.org%2F&psig=AOvVaw07-axf9AeLQwlGouCQuDou&ust=1550343928539116


Comprehensive Plan Update  

White Township has been a progressive, forward-thinking and diverse community for many years. In keeping with this 
tradition, White Township will be undertaking a 10-year review of the White Township Comprehensive Plan. White 
Township adopted the current plan, A Community Development Policy Guide, in October of 2008. The Comprehensive 
Plan is a planning tool for future decision making to help achieve long-term goals and objectives of the Township. This 
Plan answers questions such as "How can White Township best protect private property owners, maximize freedom, 
and still ensure high-quality development?" The Plan is a collection of maps, charts, data, pictures and text to provide  
guidance for such policies as ordinances, public investments and capital improvements. This update will be developed 
by the White Township Supervisors, Planning Commission, Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee, Township staff 
and a Community Planning Consultant. The current White Township Comprehensive Plan manages the impacts of 
growth, strengthens, guidance for future development, protects the Township's natural resources, and enhances the  
quality of life for residents. An emphasis was put in the existing plan on preserving the rural community as well as  
allowing for smart growth. In addition, the plan evaluates growth and projections of new development, outlines goals 
and objectives for future growth, reviews transportation infrastructure, makes open space recommendations, identifies 
community facilities and parks, and provides current land use and planning recommendations.  
 
White Township has utilized the Comprehensive Plan to guide many projects including the White Township Official 
Map, Getty Heights “Max” Dog Park, Hoodlebug Trail Extension, updates to the Subdivision and Land Development 
Ordinance and many others. Land development updates include changes to building height, setbacks, traffic planning 
and stricter buffer and landscaping requirements to protect single family residential properties. White Township  
understands that representation by citizens, businesses, and community leaders is important to the Plan. The planning 
process will include several community-wide planning meetings to review ideas and receive comments. Online surveys 
will also be utilized to gather information for the plan. For those who do not have access to the online survey, please 
contact the White Township Office for a paper copy at 724.463.8585. The survey will help provide the community with 
the opportunity to help plan for future land use, development, and infrastructure within the Township.  
 
The online residential survey can be located at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9Y2LKK7 
The online business survey can be located at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9R89JC2 
 

 

________________________________________________________

Caption: Entrance to the 
Hoodlebug Trail Extension is 
located at the intersection of 
South Thirteenth Street and 
Rose Street.  The project was 
completed in the Fall of 2018 
and includes eight parking 
spaces.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

United States Census 2020 
 
The 2020 Census will be kicking into high gear 
over the next 12 months.  White Township  
encourages all residents to participate in this de-
cennial ritual. Many state and federal dollars rely 
heavily on census data to allocate money for local 
improvements, services, and projects including 
liquid fuels reimbursement.  

White Township Recreation Creates Green and Beautiful Open Spaces 
 
During the summer of 2018 recreation staff established a 2-acre wild flower meadow at the White Township  
Recreation Complex behind S&T Bank baseball field.  Patrons of the park can easily reach the Meadow by following 
the walking paths around the baseball fields.  The Meadow is made up of naturally occurring flowers indigenous to 
western Pennsylvania.  Three varieties of flowers were planted that thrive each in individualized soil types; direct 
sun; moist, shaded areas under oak trees; and wetland-type soil locations of water retention areas.  Each variety will  
produce a different mix and color combination at different points throughout the summer season.   

In addition to embellishing the park, the meadow will  
effectively help reduce the recreation carbon footprint as 
the space will require limited maintenance for years to 
come. White Township Recreation has future plans to  
establish more flower meadows. Potential sites may  
include the 3-acre area between the soccer fields and the 
pavilions located behind the ice rink and the open meadow 
between the volleyball courts and the dog park at Getty 
Heights Park.       

Caption: 
Wildflower 
Meadow  
located along 
walking trail 
at White 
Township 
Recreation 
Complex 



Engineer’s Corner: Inflow & Infiltration (I&I) 

 
White Township Municipal Authority (WTMA) owns and operates an existing sanitary sewer collection system  
consisting of approximately 70 miles of underground gravity sewers ranging in diameter from 8 to 21 inches,  
approximately 2,400 manholes, and eight sewage pump stations.  Collected sanitary sewage is discharged to the  
Borough of Indiana’s sewage interceptor at various locations for final treatment at The Indiana Borough Regional 
Wastewater Treatment Facility.   
 
The WTMA sewer system is a “separate” type of sewage collection system.  Sanitary sewers collect and convey the 
sewage generated from homes and businesses while separate storm sewers collect and convey the storm water generated 
during rain events.  Over time, as the system ages, more and more unwanted storm water will find its way into the  
sanitary sewer portion of the system.  This is known as inflow and infiltration (I&I).  Inflow occurs as storm water di-
rectly enters the sanitary system in various ways such as street runoff into manhole lids or illegal/erroneous connections 
of sump pumps, down spouts, French drains, etc.  Infiltration is ground water that enters the sanitary system through 
holes, breaks, and joint failures often originating from the intrusion of tree roots.  Sources of I&I are shown in Figure 1. 
 
Excessive I&I limits the collection system capacity and if the capacity is exceeded, raw sewage can overflow out of 
manholes or back up into basements.  New development can also be limited if the needed collection system capacity is 
displaced by I&I.  
   
As in past years, WTMA will be conducting various inspections, monitoring, and data collection throughout the system 
to identify and take steps necessary to reduce I&I.  Flow monitors will be installed at various locations throughout the 
system and at sewage pump stations to quantify dry weather and wet weather flowrates.  Visual inspection and data col-
lection at all 2,400 manholes is proposed to identify needed repairs and update system mapping.  Camera inspection, dye 
testing, smoke testing, pressure testing of private laterals and WTMA sewers are proposed to identify cross connections 
and damaged infrastructure. 
 
 

 

 

Fulton Run Sewer System 

The White Township Municipal  Authority (WTMA) will be installing a new sanitary sewer conveyance and treatment 
system in the Fulton Run area to replace existing individual on-lot sewage disposal systems.  WTMA obtained a  
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) from Indiana County and a PA Small Water and Sewer Grant from the 
Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA).   The grants total $325,000 and will fund approximately 75% of the project 
cost.  Construction to begin in the summer of 2019. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

The results of this inspection/monitoring work will be used to 
identify future system needs and necessary corrective actions 
to both the WTMA sewers and customer owned service  
laterals.  If you are planning to make repairs to your service 
lateral you should contact the Township office in advance to 
assure your project meets the required standards.   

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Figure 1 

 

The White Township Eagles Rest and Senior Area Pavilions are now open! Call to reserve your date for upcoming 
graduations, reunions, BBQs, and picnics. Electric and equipment rentals are available upon request. 

Caption: Eagles Rest and  
Senior Area Pavilions located 
on top of the hill behind the 
S&T Bank Arena 

Call 724-465-2665 for more 
information or to reserve 

your spot. 



White Township   
Recreation  

724-465-2665  whitetownshiprec.org 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

White Township Recreation exists to provide family friendly entertainment, recreation and athletic experiences to all 
branches of the local community.  Our Arena and Recreation Complex strives to provide affordable and reliable  
programing and facilities to help benefit all individuals within the surrounding Indiana Area, as well as promote  
general health and wellness.  Our goal is to be this regions’ preferred facility for all its indoor and outdoor  
recreational needs.  

We are happy to announce our 2019 Spring Youth & Adult programs!  Registration and detailed information for all 
programs can be found online at www.whitetownshiprec.org or at the S&T Bank Arena front desk.  Stay informed 
by following us through social media and becoming a member of our preferred email list! 

Program Dates / Days Time Location Price Additional  
Information 

STEM TBD starting 
June-August 

TBD S&T Bank Arena 
Party Rooms 

$40 Kindergarden-2nd 
& 3rd-5th (if  
numbers dictate) 

Cooking TBD starting 
June-August 

TBD Indiana County 
Technology  
Center (ICTC) 

$30 per class-per 
person 

7 & UP 

*IWFFL Skills and 
Drills 

TBD starting 
June-August 

TBD S&T Bank Arena 
Turf 

$20  new or previous 
league participant  

Intro to Running Tues. + Thurs. 
May 7-30 

6:00-
7:30pm 

White Township 
Rec Complex 

$20 13 & UP 

Intro to Pickleball Saturdays 
April 20-May 18 

11:00am-
12:00pm 

Kennedy King 
Pickleball Courts 

$30 13 & UP 

Intro to Tennis Saturdays 
April 20-May 18 

11:00am-
12:00pm 

White Township 
Rec Tennis Courts 

$30 11-16 years old 

The Great Out-
doors 

Saturdays 
May 11, 18, 25 

10:00am-
12:00pm 

Whites Woods 
Entrance 

$30 10-18 years old 

*Indiana Women’s Flag Football League 

White Township Supervisors 
950 Indiana Springs Road 
Indiana, Pa 15701 
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Spring Yard Waste Clean Up May 20-24th.                    For more details see  www.whitetownship.org 


