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Stormwater is the runoff of rainwater and snowmelt that does not soak into 

the ground. It flows off land through a series of pipes and swales that eventually flow into local streams. Some 

stormwater runoff is absorbed into the ground and some evaporates, but the majority of it flows across the land. As 

stormwater flows across neighborhoods, parking lots, schools and buildings, it accelerates picking up pollutants and 

carries them to the streams. Examples of pollutants include litter, animal waste, pesticides, salts, fertilizers, oils, and 

sediment which consist of natural materials such as leaves, grass, soil, and rocks caused by water and/or wind ero-

sion. Small amounts of debris can cause significant water backups.          

 Stormwater requires constant maintenance, not only after several years, but sometimes after each major rain or 

snowmelt event. On any given day, our Road Crew will be out street sweeping, clearing blocked storm inlets, clean-

ing and regrading roadside ditches, or rebuilding aging inlets and pipe systems throughout the Township. Our crews 

can not always be everywhere in the Township, so as residents, we need and appreciate your help to keep the sys-

tem functioning properly. If you come across clogged inlets that you can not clear, call our office. If there is a pipe 

that appears to be damaged, let us know. Is something flowing out of a pipe that is not just water, call us immediate-

ly. We need your set of eyes to help us give the entire system the attention it deserves.     

 The Township has growing costs and an aging stormwater infrastructure, so the Township implemented its Storm-

water Management Program and User Fee in 2016. Under the program, all property owners in the Township with 

over 250 square feet of impervious area (roofs, driveways, parking lots, etc.) have been assessed an annual fee 

which is billed on a quarterly basis. Bill amounts are based on an Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) factor, which is 

the median amount of impervious surface found on single-family detached residential lots across the Township; the 

ERU in White Township is 3,700 square feet. Single-Family Residential (SFR) parcels are billed a flat rate of $2 per 

month per ERU or $24 per year. All Non-Single-Family Residential (NSFR) parcels, such as businesses, churches, 

schools, government buildings, and parking lots are billed a multiplier of the ERU value based on the actual square 

footage of impervious parcel surface.   

 The fee being collected is to build up capital reserves for additional 

maintenance and retrofits that will be needed as our system grows older. 

To date, the Township has replaced approximately 5,425 feet of storm-

water pipe in Chevy Chase, rehabilitated approximately 68 catch basins 

ahead of re-paving projects, and field-verified locations of catch basins, 

manholes, pipes, and culverts. We have used partial funds to purchase a 

street sweeper to keep streets free of sediment and debris and a dump 

truck for maintenance and infrastructure projects. A camera was also purchased to quickly inspect stormwater pipes 

for needed maintenance and repairs and to respond to resident concerns.      

 We experienced three extreme rainfall events in 2017 that has created a heightened sense of urgency to solve lo-

calized stormwater problems. Stormwater management is, and will continue to be, one of the biggest challenges we 

will face locally in the years to come. The Township and its residents need to take a proactive, not a reactive,  ap-

proach when dealing with stormwater. The YMCA of Indiana County is proposing to use their property to better 

manage not only their own stormwater, but water that is placed upon them by the upstream system. Several local 

developers are working with the Township in making repairs; restoring stormwater retention ponds to design condi-

tions and/or planning upgrades. For more information on the Stormwater Program, visit our webpage at http://

www.whitetownship.org/Departments/Road-Department/Stormwater.   

  Municipal Stormwater 101     
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Did you know……. 

 If you have a stream that runs across your property, the Township IS NOT responsible for stream flooding 

so be sure to keep the channel free of debris.  

 Do you have a wet basement and do not have a sump pump; consider installing one. If you do have a 

basement sump pump, make sure to periodically check the float and electrical connections. Follow up with 

your insurance company to see what is and what is not covered in flooding and lateral line back-up situa-

tions. There are specialty liability insurance coverages available; you will also want to discuss this with your 

insurance provider.  

 Heating oil tank leaks can have serious repercussions on the homeowner. Depending on the severity, 

clean-up can be costly which may or may not be covered by your homeowners insurance; it is best to dis-

cuss with your insurance provider. If the discharge has an environmental threat, the homeowner can be 

subject to state and federal fines daily which may require emergency corrective plans.  

Disaster Planning 
 

Disasters don't usually strike at convenient times. That means that as you and your family members go their 

separate ways each day, you have to have a plan - a plan to communicate and eventually reunite. Your family 

talks every day, but what about when disasters strike? Do you have a plan to reach everyone and make sure 

they are safe and accounted for? If not, the Federal Emergency Management Agency says you need to take 

action today, “Be Informed...be prepared...and be involved.” More information on your family's emergency 

preparation and planning and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency is available at 

www.readypa.org.   

Winter storms and freezing temperatures are lurking around the corner.  Now is the time to 

prepare for what lies ahead. Once a storm arrives or the temperatures dip to bone-chilling sin-

gle digits, take the following steps: 
 

 Stay indoors as much as possible. 
 Walk carefully on snowy, icy walkways. 
 Avoid overexertion when shoveling snow. Overexertion can bring on a heart attack, a major 
cause of death in the winter. Use caution, take breaks, push the snow instead of lifting it when 
possible, and lift lighter loads. 

 Keep dry. Change wet clothing frequently to prevent a loss of body heat. Wet clothing loses all of its insulat-
ing value and transmits heat rapidly. 

 Wear several layers of loose-fitting, lightweight, warm clothing, rather than one layer of heavy clothing. The 
outer garments should be tightly woven and water-repellent.  

 Wear mittens or gloves and a hat to prevent the loss of body heat. Also, cover your mouth with a scarf to 
protect your lungs. 

 If you must drive, travel during the day with someone else and 
stay on the main roads. Share your destination, route, and ex-
pected arrival time with others so if your vehicle gets stuck, they 
can send help along your predetermined route.  

 Maintain a safe distance behind any snow plow or emergency 
equipment. 

 Do not shovel or plow snow out onto the public roadways. This 
can cause hazardous conditions for drivers and snow removal 
equipment.   

 

For more information, go to www.ready.gov, an effort of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, to get preparation tips for cold-
weather emergencies. 

Winter 
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Construction of the Kennedy King Park, located within the Chevy Chase community of Indiana, was complet-

ed in August of this year. The park now includes a modern playground structure, 2 basketball courts, a multi-

purpose baseball/softball field, 6 pickleball courts, a picnic pavilion and several other site amenities. The pro-

ject was partially made possible by grant funding from the Department of Conservation and Natural Re-

sources. Special thanks to the Indiana Pickleball Club whose fundraising efforts made the pickleball courts a 

reality. A dedication sign has been erected at the park with a list of donors made up of both local businesses 

and individuals. Special thanks to the Indiana Area School District who also contributed funding to expand 

development of the multi-purpose field. Since completion of the field, the Indiana Girls Softball team has 

moved from the Indiana Little League fields to the Kennedy King Park for both practice and game operations. 

The majority of the project was completed by the White Township Recreation staff in an effort to keep costs to 

a minimum.      

Kennedy King - Phase 2 Completion 

         

           

     

 In the Spring of 2015, White Township conducted a survey 

amongst Indiana County residents regarding the addition of a 

dog park and the responses were overwhelmingly positive. Of 

the 240 residents who completed the survey, 94.6% supported 

the idea of  establishing a dog park and 71% of the residents 

chose Getty Heights Park as the preferred location.  

 Getty Heights Park is a great location to establish a dog park in 

White Township. The surrounding land reflects an abundance  

of multi-family residential developments and the park is in close 

proximity to a primary commercial corridor, Oakland Avenue. Getty Heights Park is a well-used, family friendly 

community park and the proposed addition of the dog park will not alter the park’s functionality or purpose. 

The dog park will be complimentary to the other amenities and activities already available at Getty Heights 

Park including playground equipment, sand volleyball court, softball field, ADA accessibility, picnic pavilion 

and tables, restroom facilities, grills, and footbridge that traverses a stream running through the property. The 

benefit of an additional recreational activity at an already well established park provides an opportunity that 

has not been publicly accommodated anywhere in the area to date.  

 In 2016 the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) awarded the Town-

ship a $30,000 grant. The grant requires 50/50 matching funds which will be met by a $19,200 anonymous 

donation and $10,800 in in-kind labor and equipment by the Township. Early in 2017, DCNR approved plans 

including budgets and engineering documents for the development of the dog park.  

Ground was broken in the summer of 2017 and the park is   

expected to be fully functional by the summer of 2018. It will 

showcase two fenced enclosures with double gated entries 

for both large and small dogs on approximately 2 acres. Oth-

er notable features include a watering station, ADA accessi-

ble walkway, an informational kiosk, benches, trash & pet 

waste receptacles, and rock outcroppings & tunnels for dogs 

to play on and run through.  A pavilion is planned depending 

on funds being available. 

Getty heights Park 

“Max Park” 
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White Township   
Recreation  

 

497 East Pike Road  
Indiana, PA 15701  

Learn to Ice Skate: 

Session 1: no longer available 

Session 2: no longer available  

Session 3: no longer available  

Session 4: Nov18th - Jan 13th                 

Saturday 12:00pm - 1:00pm 

Session 5: Jan 2nd - Feb20th                 

Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm  

Session 6: Jan20th - March 17th             

Saturday 12:00pm - 1:00pm  

Session 7: Feb 27th - April 3rd              

Tuesdays 5:30pm - 6:30pm  

 

Learn to Play Hockey: 

Session 1: no longer available 

Session 2: no longer available  

Session 3: Jan 2nd - Feb 20th     

Tuesdays 6:30pm - 7:30pm  

Session 4: Feb 27th - April 3rd     

Tuesdays 6:30pm - 7:30pm 

 

 

 

2018 Events: 
 

Green Fire CrossFit – Bulk Season 
Beatdown: January 27th 
 

Gun Show: February 17th & 18th 
 

Charlie Hogan Ice Tournament:  
February 10th & 11th – Mites                        
February 16th & 19th – Main Tourna-
ment 
 

Indiana Coin Show Spring 2018:     
March 9th & 10th 
 

Indiana-Armstrong Builders            
Association Home Show 2018:                 
March 16th – 18th 
 

Fools Run 5K & 10K: April 7th 
 

May Mart: May 18th & 19th 
 

Relay for Life: June 2nd & 3rd 

724-465-2665 

http://whitetownshiprec.org 

Ice Skating Package: 

$100 (includes tax) for 11 children                                     

All ice parties include skate rentals  

Additional skaters are $6/person. 

*Laser light show Saturday evenings only. 

*Complimentary skate aids are available. 

Indoor Turf Package: 

Half Turf $100 
(includes tax) 

Full Turf $120 
(includes tax) 

Prices include 11 children, additional children 
are $6/person for half turf & $8/person for full 
turf.  

Turf arena is 85’x200’ (17,000 sq. ft.). Plenty 
of room for flag football, volleyball, tennis, 
kickball, dodgeball, whiffle ball, etc.  

Public Ice Skate: 

Wed & Fri 12pm-2pm 

Sat 1-3pm & 8-10pm 

Sundays 1-3pm  

Let us host your next Birthday Party! 

S&T Bank Arena offers family affordable options 

to host birthday parties and room rentals. All 

birthday parties are held September through 

March, typically during our public ice skating 

hours; Saturday 1-3 pm or 8-10 pm and Sunday 

1-3 pm.  All parties include admission for the 

first 11 children (10 participants + birthday child 

for FREE) and access to a private party room 1 

hour before and after public skate hours. Bring 

your own food, cake and decorations. Full ser-

vice  concessions are also available inside the 

ice rink. Each child in attendance will receive a 

BOGO pass.  


